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Introduction. 

In laying before the Statistical Society a paper on the French 
conscription, on which the constitution and efficiency of the army of 
that great country are based, I am well aware that it is a very 
complicated question which has led to grave differences of opinion 
amongst the ablest statesmen. The examination of such a vast 
subject is surrounded with intricacies, entailing great labour and 
research on the inquirer, and in writing thereon it is extremely 
difficult for a foreigner, especially one who has not personally 
witnessed the working of the system, to avoid mistakes. I must, 
therefore, entreat indulgence for any inaccuracies that may have 
occurred, in spite of every care. I have had difficulty in obtaining 
English books of reference, and, after consulting the best within 
reach, I have met with grave discrepancies, both as regards state- 
ments and figures, which can hardly be reconciled. 

The highest authority on the details of the French conscription 
is that of our colleague, Monsieur Maurice Block, to whom I desire 
to make my best acknowledgments for the assistance derived from 
his labours. The annual reports of the French War Minister on the 
recruiting of the army are of great value; indeed I cannot too 
strongly speak in praise of these clear and elaborate works. The 
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subject of the French conscription, as treated on in our English 
works, is greatly wanting in details. I have now endeavoured in part 
to supply this want ; but in doing so have no doubt fallen into errors 
which might have been avoided, by confining myself to generalities. 

The conscription of France, having been in force for many years, 
has accommodated itself to the habits of the people, and most of 
the arrangements are well understood ; but the written rules are not 
sufficient to enable any one — unless from personal observation — to 
master the subject so as to write very accurately on the practical 
effects of the conscription. The principal points connected with the 
conscription are : first, the care with which the available resources 
of Prance for supplying men for the army are officially ascertained, 
and secondly, the effect which this demand has on the population of 
the country. 

The extent and power of the machinery employed in working 
the conscription, is not generally understood in England. The 
duties connected with the conscription are confided to high officers 
of the State. The whole civil administration of the Provinces, having 
vast authority over all the country, is employed in carrying on the 
system. This powerful machinery is annually put in motion by 
decree of the sovereign, for the purpose of bringing the whole male 
population of Prance, who have completed the age of 20 years, and 
are fit to bear arms, under the obligation of service, either in the 
military or marine forces. 

I must first briefly refer to the origin of the conscription in 
Prance, premising, however, that it is not, as generally supposed in 
England, by any means the sole source of recruiting the army. 

I. — Origin of the Conscription. 

During the French Revolution, the organisation of the army 
was greatly modified. The constitution of 1791 rendered military 
service obligatory on all able-bodied citizens capable of carrying 
arms, under the title of National Guards. The law of 24th February, 
1793, put in permanent requisition all Frenchmen of from 18 to 40 
years of age, unmarried or widowers without children ; but this was 
soon replaced by the law of 19th Fructidor, An IV, which introduced 
the conscription, and made it the principal mode of recruiting the 
army. The conscription comprised all youths from 20 to 25 years 
of age, who were to be divided into five classes — of 20, 21, 22 years 
of age, and so on. The Government, according to its wants, called 
out these men, beginning with the first (those of 20 years of age) and 
with the youngest of each class. The five classes might successively 
be called out according to the wants of the State. In time of peace, 
the conscripts were only obliged to serve till they were 25 years old ; 
but in time of war, the duration of service was unlimited. The 
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Government was empowered to grant furloughs when this might be 
done without inconvenience. There was no exemption of any kind, 
except in favour of those who had married before the enactment of 
the law ; or who had already paid their debt of service in preceding 
wars. This law was intended to provide for all ordinary cases, but 
in extraordinary cases, when the country should be declared in 
danger, the Government was to have a right, as in 1793, to the 
entire population. Recourse was again to be had to the levy en 
masse. At this time, and under the First Empire, the conscription 
was applied not only, as at present, to the youths who in each year 
completed 20 years of age and formed the class of the following 
year, but also retrospectively to those of former classes who had 
escaped being drawn into the Army. 

"Under the Restoration it was attempted, but in vain, to abandon 
the conscription. The law of 10th March, 1818, enacted that volun- 
tary enlistment should in future be the principal mode of recruiting, 
the levy being only an accessory, and that the army should only be 
so recruited in case of an insufficiency of men by voluntary enlist- 
ment. The principle was, however, overruled by circumstances. 

The law of 1818 fixed the period of active service at six years, and 
the number to be annually called out by drawing by lot, at 40,000 
men ; which would have given in six years, an effective force of 
240,000, reduced by the deduction of non-valides, to 200,000. After 
their liberation, the soldiers were to be incorporated for a second 
period of six years in veteran legions, forming a kind of reserve, 
subject to exercises in time of peace, and liable to territorial service 
in time of war. At the moment when those first liberated were 
about to return to their homes, the war in Spain, a most unpopular 
enterprise, broke out ; and the bad feeling shown by the veterans on 
that occasion furnished an excuse for condemning the system of 
reserves. A new law, passed in 1825, raised the duration of active 
service to eight years, and the annual levy to 60,000 men; which 
would have produced a much greater effect on the strength of the 
army, but for the system of granting unlimited leave having just 
then been entered upon. These calls of 60,000 men, exceeded the 
powers of the population, because they had to be met by the limited 
number of youths whose births corresponded to the times of the 
great wars of the Empire ; and in 1827 the required number could 
not be obtained. 

To the law of 1825 succeeded that of the 21st March, 1832, 
which still forms the basis of legislation for the recruiting of 
the army : with modifications introduced by the laws of 26th April, 
1855, and 17th March, 1858. The two fundamental principles of 
this legislation are, first, that every Frenchman owes military ser- 
vice to the State, and shall, therefore, on the completion of 20 years 
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of age, be inscribed on the drawing list, and take his chance of being 
drawn for the conscription; but that having once escaped being 
drawn, he shall not again be liable. Secondly, that no one can be 
admitted into the army unless he has the qualifications of a French- 
man. There are, however, some corps composed of foreigners, subject 
to special laws, ordinarily maintained in Algeria, and only called into 
France in time of war. For these the recruits are obtained by 
voluntary enlistments, and apparently in sufficient numbers to 
maintain the established strength. 

II. — Recruiting Resources of France. 

The efficient maintenance of the French army being dependent 
on the number of youths who survive to complete 20 years of age, 
out of those born in France, it is important to show the available 
resources of that country, and to contrast them with those of other 
States. 

The law fixes the age at which every Frenchman is bound to 
respond to the obligation of military service at 20 years, completed 
on or before the 31st December of each year. All the youths of 
that age form the " class " from which the contingent of the follow- 
ing year is drawn by lots ; but as the drawings take place in the 
year following that in which the youngest of the class completes his 
twentieth year, the average age of the conscripts is at least 20J 
years. 

It should be borne in mind, that the number of youths who 
every year attain the age of 20 years, as shown in the annual census 
tables, which are here designated as the "rectified class," is some- 
what below the actual number ; because, the whole number who 
reach this age must, before the time comes for their being inscribed 
on the census tables, be somewhat reduced by death ; and, further, 
because the lists always contain some chances of omission, either by 
the efforts of youths to escape the drawing, or by the oversight of the 
municipal magistrates entrusted with the census taking. There are 
besides a certain number of youths, who, although born in France, 
are foreigners by reason of the nationality of their parents, most of 
whom at the last moment claim the benefit of their alienism, and 
are erased from the drawing lists. These deductions having been 
made, the rectified lists are entered in the annual census tables. 

In order to show the numbers who survive to complete 20 years 
of age, as contrasted with the number of males born, I have 
availed myself of the following useful table, drawn from the 
"Statistique Generale " of France for the series of years from 
1800 to 1839. I have added the operations since 1839 up to 1844, 
obtained from the annual statistical returns. 

The number of youths omitted from the class to which they 
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belonged, in each, of the years from 1833 to 1863, as also the num- 
bers of the complete classes for the same years — formed by the 
addition of those omitted to the rectified classes — are shown in the 
table ; and, as will be seen, the proportion to births, of survivors of 
20 years of age who should have come into the classes of these years, 
is thus increased by about 5 per 1 ,000. 



Table showing the Number of Males Born in France in each Year from 1800 to 1844 ; 
the Number who, Surviving to Complete 20 Years of Age, then became Subject to the 
Conscription; and the Whole Number of Survivors, obtained by adding to the above 
the Youths Omitted in the Classes of Various Years, but Drawn in Subsequent Classes. 



Number 

of 

Males Born. 


Youths 

of Rectified 

Class, subject, on 

Completing 

20 Years, to the 

Conscription, and 

Drawn for. 


Proportion 

of Survivors at the 

end 

of 20 Years to 

Births. 


Youths 
Left Out of Class 

to 

which belonging, 

and 

Included in Classes 

of after Years. 


Number of Youths 

of Complete 

Class Formed by Adding 

Numbers Omitted. 


In 

the 

Year. 


Numbers. 


In 

what 
Year. . 


Numbers. 


Annual 

Pro- 
portion 

of 
Survivors. 


Quin- 
quennial 
Propor- 
tion of 
Survivors. 


To what 

Year's 

Class 

properly 

Belonging 


Numbers 
Omitted 

from 
Class of 
the Year. 


Completed 

Number 

of Youths of 

the Class 
of the Year. 


Corrected 

Pro- 
portion of 
Survivors 
to Births. 


Quin- 
quennial 
Propor- 
tion of 
Survivors. 


1800 
'01 
'02 
'03 
'04 

1805 
'06 
'07 
•08 
'09 

1810 
'11 
'12 
'13 

'14 

1815 
'16 
•17 
'18 
'19 

1820 
'21 
'22 
'23 
'24 

1825 
'26 
'27 
•28 
•29 


464,562 
473.496 
476,266 
469,928 
470,901 

471,458 
471,786 
475,716 
469,623 
481,934 
480,912 
479,790 
457,012 
463,161 
513,204 

490,458 
500,385 
488,145 
471,624 
508,922 

494,820 
498,478 
500,867 
496,022 
507,668 

503,168 

5",4" 
505,366 
501,796 

496,495 


1820 
'21 

'22 
'23 
'24 

1825 
'26 
'27 
'28 
'29 

1830 
'31 
'32 
'33 
'34 

1835 
'36 
'37 
'38 
'39 

1840 
'41 
'42 
'43 
'44 

1845 
'46 
'47 
'48 
'49 


288,828 
279,227 
274,740 
266,534 
275,964 
296,566 
283,376 
283,822 
282,985 
294.975 

294.593 
295.975 
277,477 
285,805 
326,298 

309,376 
309,5!6 
294,621 
287,3" 
3H.52I 

300,717 
300,822 
304,222 
304,998 
308,900 

300,775 
307,091 
304,905 
305,124 
304,023 


Per cnt. 
62-17 

58-97 
57-66 

56-7I 
58'6o . 

62-90 
6o - o6 
59-66 
60-26 
61-20 

61-26 
61-69 
60-71 
61-71 

63-58 . 

63-08 " 

6i-86 
60-36 
60-92 
62-80 

60-77 
60-34 
60-74 

6i-49 
60-84 

59-78 
60-05 
60-33 
60-79 
61-23 . 


Per cnt. 

-58-22 
-60-82 
-61-82 
-61-62 
-60-84 

J 

-60-44 


1833 

_ '34 

("1835 

'36 

■ '37 
'38 

_ '39 

fl840 
'41 

■ '42 
'43 

'44 

("1845 
'46 

■ '47 
'48 
'49 


2,920 
2,938 
2,914 

2,953 
2,763 
2,675 
2,755 

2,759 
2,719 
2,708 

2,644 
2,364 

2,367 
2,239 
2,470 
2,555 
2,511 


288,725 
329,236 

312,290 
312,469 
297,384 
289,896 
317,276 

303,476 
303,541 
306,930 
307,642 
311,264 

303,142 
309,330 
307,375 
307,679 
306,534 


Per cnt. 

62-34 
64-I5 
63-67 
62-44 
60-92 
61-48 
62-34 

6l-33 
60-89 
61-27 
62-02 
61-31 

60-25 
60-48 
60-82 
61-32 
61-74 


Per cnt. 

1 63.30 
-62-18 

■61-36 

-60-92 
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Table showing the Number of Males Born in France in each Year — Contd. 



Number 


Youths 

of Rectified 

Class, subject, on 


Proportion 
of Survivors at the 


Youths 

Left Out of Class 

to 


Number of Youths 
of Complete 


of 


Completing; 
20 Years, to the 


end 
of 20 Years to 


which belonging, 
and 


Class Formed by Adding 


Males Born. 


Conscription, and 


Tlirfhq 


Included 


n Classes 


Numbers Omitted. 




Drawn for. 


-1,U uliO. 


of after years. 






In 




In 




Annual 


Quin- 


To what 


Numbers 


Completed 


Corrected 


Quin- 






Pro- 


quennial 


Year's 


omitted 


Number 


Pro- 


quennial 


the 


Numbers. 


What 


Numbers. 


portion 


Propor- 


Class 


from 


of Youths of 


portion of 


Propor- 


Year. 




year. 




of 
Survivors. 


tion of 
Survivors. 


properly 
itelonging 


Class of 
the Year. 


the Class 
of the Year. 


Survivors 
to Births. 


tion of 
Survivors. 










Per cnt. 


Per cnt. 








Per cnt. 


Per cnt. 


1830 


496,914 


1850 


305.712 


61-52 




("1850 


2,377 


308,089 


62- 


■\ 


'31 


509,220 


'51 


311,218 


6l'I2 




'51 


2,492 


313,710 


61-60 




'32 


483.H9 


'52 


295,762 


6l'20 


-60-84 


. *52 


2,309 


298,071 


61-72 


> 61-31 


'33 


501,059 


'53 


301,295 


60-13 




'53 


2,225 


303,520 


60-57 




'34 


508,718 


'54 


306,622 


60-27 




'54 


2,420 


309,042 


60-75 


.- 


1835 


s^^s 


1855 


317,855 


62-03 




fl855 


2,468 


320,323 


62-52 


> 


•36 


504,416 


'56 


310,289 


61-51 




'56 


2,252 


312,541 


61-96 




'37 


485,721 


'57 


294,761 


60-69 


-61-59 


- '57 


2,263 


297,024 


6i-ii 


■62*05 


'38 


495,820 


'58 


305,339 


61-58 




'58 


2,220 


307,559 


62-03 




'39 


493.172 


'59 


306,314 


62-n 


J 


_ '59 


2,337 


308,651 


62-51 


- 


1840 


489,424 


1860 


312,204 


63-83 


] 


T1860 


I,9i3 


314,117 


64-18 


] 


'41 


502,716 


'61 


321,455 


6 3'94 


164-04 


1 ;ei 


1,760 


323,215 


64-28 


>6442 


'42 


506,450 


'62 


323,070 


°T77 


1 '62 


i,433 


324,503 


64-27 




'43 


502,927 


'63 


325,127 


64-64 


J 


L '63 


(,496 


326,623 


64-49 


J 


1844 


492,703 


1864 


321,561 


65-26 


__ j 


1864 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Total") 








v 












to {• 
1839.) 


19,586,031 


— 


11,919,254. 


60-85 


— 


68,617 


3,292,719* 


61-70 


— 


Total") 




















to Y 
IMS J 


2,001,517 




1,281,856 


64-04 




5,106 


1,268,962* 


64-29 




Total 


21,587,548 


— 


13,201,110 


61-15 


— 


73,723 


9,579,681 


62-02 


— 



* These totals comprise the numbers completing their twentieth year in and subsequently 
to 1833, and corrected by the numbers discorered to hare been omitted from the drawing in 
the year of their class. 

It will be seen by this table, that the total number of male 
births registered in France during forty years, from 1800 to 1839, 
was 19,586,031 ; and from 1840 to 1843 there were 2,001,517. 
The registration of births in France being compulsory, the numbers 
thus recorded may be relied on with more certainty than those in 
the United Kingdom, excepting Scotland, where registration is en- 
forced, under a penalty. The male births, as above stated, appear 
to be exclusive of those still-born ; but include both legitimate and 
illegitimate children. 

The aggregate number comprised in the rectified lists of the 
classes of the forty years — extending from 1820 to 1859, was 
11,919,254, and from 1860 to 1863 the number was 1,281,856. 
The strictness with which the lists for the conscription are pre- 
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pared, is a guarantee as to the almost entire correctness of the 
number of survivors of 20 years of age, as above stated. On the 
average of the first forty years of this century, out of ioo male 
births, there survived at the expiration of twenty years, 60*85 P er 
cent. Since 1860 the ratio of survivors, out of those born from 
1840 to 1843, has been 64-04 per cent. 

The fluctuations of the rate of survivors is also shown in the 
table. The maximum variation between the quinquennial averages 
of the period from 1820 to 1860, was 3'6o per cent. The number 
of survivors was greatest between 1830 and 1834 ; but from 1860 
to 1863 the ratio has been higher than at any prior date. On 
an analysis of the tables, the different parts of France show con- 
siderable variations as regards the rate of survivors. The prominent 
feature is, the larger number of survivors at 20 years of age 
in the agricultural departments, and the relatively small number 
in those where either commerce or trade have crowded the popu- 
lation together ; but space prevents me from entering into further 
details. 



III. — Exemptions claimed by Foreigners residing in France. 

In order fully to explain the operation of the conscription, if is 
necessary to state that the population of France, as above given, 
according to the census of 1861, comprised a total of 521,640 
foreigners, — viz., 15,259 naturalised in France, — 497,071 residing 
in France, belonging to fifteen nationalities, — and 9,290 whose 
nationality was not ascertained ; giving a proportion of 1 foreigner 
to 76 inhabitants, and to 74 French. The number of foreigners 
had, therefore, considerably increased since 1851, when it was found 
to be 378,561, giving a proportion of 1 to 95 inhabitants and to 
93 French. 

The following table shows the number of the two sexes in the 
year 1861 : — 





Population. 


Foreigners. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 




10,668 

285,953 

5,599 


4.591 

211,138 

3.691 


15,259 


Foreigners residing in France 


497,091 




9,290 






Total 


302,220 


219,420 


521,640 





In countries where all the youths are considered, as soon as they 
complete the age of 20 years, as the property of the State, for the 
preservation of its honour and safety, the exemptions from service 
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claimed by sons of foreigners, become of importance. Every youth 
born in France, of foreign parents, is liable to the obligations 
imposed on all by the recruiting laws, unless he can show fair 
ground for exemption; at the same time, he is admitted to the 
enjoyment of the civil rights, provided he claims the title of a 
Frenchman in the year of his majority. The annual reports of 
the Minister of "War to the Emperor, invariably detail the number 
of sons of foreigners who in each year are struck off the census 
tables, or the drawing lists of the class of the year, having obtained 
exemption on the ground of alienism ; as also the number retained 
on the lists, as having .been admitted to the benefits of citizenship 
of France by virtue of article 9 of the Code Napoleon ; and the 
numbers of both classes are compared with those of the previous 
year. The proportion which the whole number of youths of 20 
years of age in. France bear to the total population may be stated 
at about i in 125 ; and at that rate, the number of foreigners given 
above ought to supply annually nearly 4,000 youths for the military 
service. As will be seen, however, by the following table, for a 
series of years from 1840 up to 1864, the number of sons of 
foreigners who claim the benefits of citizenship, is far below the 
number of those who claim exemption from military service. 

The numbers available at the age of 20 are below the due pro- 
portion as above estimated, but no very material nor progressive 
increase appears in the numbers struck off, until 1860; when 
the report on recruiting for that year called attention to the 
augmentation of the numbers who had pleaded exemption on the 
ground of alienism, during the three preceding years. 

Numerical Statement of the Sons of Foreigners who have been Inscribed on 
the Census Lists, or of the Drawing of the Classes of Different Years, 
showing the Numbers Struck Out of the Lists, and the Numbers Kept On. 





Tear 

to which Class 
Belongs. 


Numbers of Sons of Foreigners, showing the Numbers 


which the Lists 

were 

Examined. 


Struck Off the 
Lists. 


Kept On, 

as Possessing the 

Benefit 

of Article 9 

Code Napoleon. 


Total of 


1841 


1840 
'41 
'42 
'43 

'44 
'45 
'46 
'47 
'48 
'49 


I.307 
H83 
1,074 
1,149 
1,210 
1,2 1 8 
1,158 

935 
1,038 

9" 


310 
264 
314 
344 
315 
416 
388 
438 
247 
447 


1,617 

!,447 
1,388 
1.503 
1.525 
1.634 
1.546 
1,373 
1.285 
1.369 


'42 


'43 


'44 


'45 


'46 


'47 „ 
'48 


'49 


'50 
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Numerical Statement of the Sons of Foreigners— Contd. 





Year 

to which Class 

Belongs. 


Numbers of Sons of Foreigners, showing the Numbers 


which the Lists 
were 

Examined. 


Struck off the 
Lists. 


Kept On, 

as Possessing the 

Benefit 

of Article 9 

Code Napoleon. 


Total of 


1851 


1850 
'51 
'52 
'53 
'54 
'55 
'56 
'57 
'58 
'59 

1860 
'61 
'62 
'63 


926 

1,015 

860 

936 
1,011 

93* 

973 

1,004 

i>°43 
1,150 

883 
990 

903 
907 


477 
546 
576 
451 
426 
473 
737 
539 
546 
605 

737 
690 
618 
646 


I.403 
1,561 

1.436 
1,387 
1.437 
1.405 
1,710 


*52 


'53 


'54 


'55 


'56 


'57 


'58 


1.543 
1,589 
i,755 


•59 


'60 


1861 


'62 

'63 


1,680 
1,581 
i.553 


'64 





With a view to diminish the numbers who thus escaped from 
military service in France, the plan was adopted of tracing out, in 
virtue of the circular of 10th December, 1852, and reporting to 
their respective Governments, those who repudiated French citizen- 
ship. The number thus reported in 1860 was 128 ; and the same 
course was adopted in each succeeding year. It was hoped that, 
being thus forced to conform to the recruiting law, either in one 
country or the other, youths who plead alienism would in future 
elect for France, where they reside, and have their personal 
interests ; and the reports of the years subsequent to 1860 state 
that the course adopted had been productive of good results. 

It will be seen from the above, that the efficiency of the French 
conscription is mainly attributable to the close scrutiny made of 
the number of youths who may be liable for service. The strict 
registration of all births in France gives to the administration 
an accurate knowledge of the number of youths born in the country; 
and the close inquiry made into the claims of the sons of 
foreigners to exemption, is a good illustration of the effective way 
in which the duty is carried out. 

IV. — Comparative Population and Recruiting Resources of Various 

Countries. 
The latest available statistical reports on the population of 
France and the United States, contrast the resources of different 
countries in population, showing the density, and rates of increase. 
The comparative numbers of the people of different countries, 
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are frequently referred to as indicating military strength, and the 
following table, drawn from the 1864 report of the French 
" Statistique Grenerale," will, I hope, afford a pretty accurate view 
of the population, male and female, of the United Kingdom, 
France, the United States, Austria, and Prussia, at different periods 
during the past thirty-five years : — 

Total Population (Male and Female) of— 



Years 


United Kingdom, 






Austria, 




of 
Census. 


including 
Channel Islands.* 


France. 


United States. 


Lombardy and 
Venetia. 


Prussia. 


1821 .... 




30,461,875 


_ 






'31 .... 


24,132,294 


32,569,223 


— 


— 


— 


'35 .... 


— 


— 


12,719,497 


— 


— 


'36 .... 


— 


33,540,910 


— 


— 


— 


'37 .... 


— 


— 


— 


35,878,864 


14,098,125 


1840 .... 


_ 





14,581,998 


36,950,401 


14,928,501 


'41 .... 


26,833,496 


34,230,178 


— 


— 


— 


'43 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


15,471,084 


'46 .... 


— 


35,400,486 


— 


37,443,033 


16,112,938 


'49 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


16,331,187 


1850 .... 








19,987,563 








'51 .... 


27,533,755 


35,783,170 


— 


36,514,466 


— 


'52 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


16,935,420 


'55 .... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


17,202,831 


'56 .... 
'57.... 
'58 .... 


— 


36,039,364 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


17,672,609 


1860 .... 








26,956,962 








'61 .... 


— 


36,717,254 


— 


— 


— 


'61 .... 


29,070,932 


37,386,313t 


— 


— 


18,491,211 


'63 .... 


— 


— 


— 


37,754,856 


— 


'66 .... 


30,078,857 


38,067,094 


■— 


— 


— 



* Exclusive of the portion of the army and navy and merchant seamen abroad . 

t After the annexation of Nice and Savoy. 

Note. — The population of Lombardy and Venetia, included in Austria, was 

2,576,185. 

The superficial area, in square kilometres, of these countries 
respectively, and the proportion of population, per kilometre, are 
shown below : — 



United Kingdom 

Prance 

United States 

Austria 

Prussia 



Superficial Area 

in 

Square Kilometres. 



313,675 
543,051 
6,356,411 
667,143 
230,138 



Number 

of Inhabitants 

per 

Square Kilometre. 



95-8 
70- 
4-24 
56'59 
8o - oo 
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The introduction to the report on the 1860 census of the 
United States, points out that the power and active means of 
defence of a nation lie mainly in the number of males between 20 
and 40 years of age; the nation which has the largest number 
between those ages, having the largest available force. A few 
younger, and a few older, no doubt, enter or remain in the army ; 
but they are less able to bear hardships, and are less reliable under 
the severe privations and exposure of campaigning. At any rate, 
the period from 15 to 50 years embraces all that can, even on 
emergency, be drawn from the population for military service. 

I may remark that there are many things besides numbers of 
men of suitable age required to make an efficient army. A good 
system of finance, good military administration, and the good-will 
of the people will be found to be essential. A comparison of the 
numbers of males of various intermediate ages between the two 
extreme limits, of which the following table gives an approximate 
view, is, however, in the opinion of those who view many men as 
military strength, the best means of contrasting the resources for 
military service which these several countries possess : — 



Males. Ages. 


United 

Kingdom. 


France. 


United States. 


Austria. 


Prussia. 


Under 15 


5,141,313 
1,008,827 


5,111,220 
1,912,997 


5,470,999 
596,894 


6,371,006 
999,859 


3,592,391 


Above 60 


539,244 






Total 


6,150,140 


7,024,217 


6,067,893 


7,370,865 


4,131,635 


15 to 20 


1,444,235 


1,631,317 


1,402,432 


1,875,763 


541,390 






20 to 25 


1,290,840 

1,041,024 

925,244 
792,316 


1,498,735 

1,459,666 

1,398,939 
1,338,259 


2,512,116 
1,878,302 


2,310,664 
3,827,562 




19 „ 24 


825,814 


20 „ 26 




25 „ 30 





24 „ 30 


855,161 


20 „ 30 




30 „ 35 




35 „ 40 





30 „ 40 


1,215,963 


26 „ 40 




24 „ 32 


35,363 


32 „ 39 


6,157 






Total 20 to 40.... 


4,046,424 


5,695,599 


4,390,418 


6,138,226 


2,938,458 


40 to 50 


1,396,175 
1,037,765 


2,402,939 
1,851,566 


1,227,858 
741,348 


— 


974,689 


50 „ 60 


626,241 






40 to 60 


2,433,940 
2,679 


4,254,505 
39,638 


1,969,206 
14,079 


3,299,387 


1,600,930 


Ages unknown .... 




G-rand total .... 


14,097,418 


18,645,276 


13,844,028 


18,684,241 


9,212,413 
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According to the above table the future resources of the United 
Kingdom are greater than those of France, owing to the number of 
young males of 15 years and under now surviving in the former 
country being greater. The proportion of these ages is also larger 
than in Austria, relatively with the population. The smaller number 
of young men above those ages, in the TJnited Kingdom, as com- 
pared with France, may be attributed to the vast emigration of 
our youths, as also, to registration not being so strictly enforced. 
These tables of ages are drawn from the 1861 census. Since then 
another return has been published both in France and England, 
derived from the ascertained results of the subsequent five years. 
From this it appears, that the increase of population, though con- 
siderable in France, is yet larger in the United Kingdom : our popu- 
lation having been augmented by 900,000, whereas the French popu- 
lation have only increased by 686,000. Thus the number annually 
born in our population of thirty millions, exceeds those born in 
France with a population of more than thirty-eight millions. The 
exodus of our young men to the colonies and United States, alone 
prevents the United Kingdom being able to supply a larger number 
of men between 20 and 40 years of age than France can furnish. 

In order to draw a comparison between the recruiting resources 
of England and France, I have, through the obliging aid of our 
colleague, Mr. Hammick, obtained from Mr. Williams, of the 
Registrar-General's Department, the table at p. 228, showing the 
actual and probable number of survivors at 20 years of age out of 
the males born in England and Wales for a series of twenty-eight 
years. The experienced aid of Dr. Farr has also been afforded in 
the examination of the table.* 

By the English life rate, the proportion of males surviving at the 
of age 20 out of 100 born, is shown as 65" 19 ; but, owing to the regis- 
tration of births, especially in the earlier years of the period, having 
been defective, and to the emigration of youths, it is impossible to 
calculate how many attaining the age of 20 will remain in England, 
and be available. Assuming, however, that the births were all regis- 
tered, and allowing nothing for the element of emigration, the results 
for each year would be as returned in col. 2 of the following table. 

A table for France, framed on the like basis, has been added, 
in order to contrast the proportion of survivors to births in the two 
countries. The number of survivors in France of the age of 20 out 
of those born in 1842 and previous years, is drawn from the census 
lists twenty years later, of the youths liable to the conscription. It 
must be observed, however, that the proportion of survivors in 
France has increased since 1860, approximating more nearly to the 

* I desire through the aid of these gentlemen, aided by my friend Major- 
General Hannyngton, to extend the inquiries into this part of the question. 
YOL. XXX. FAST H. Q 
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proportion obtaining in England. The number of survivors for tbe 
subsequent years is therefore calculated on the assumed rate of 
65 per cent., which is the highest that could be claimed by Trance, 
thereby rendering the comparison very favourable for that country. 
I regret being unable to contrast the whole number of males of the 
United Kingdom with those of France ; but the fact that the births 
in England and Wales, which contain only two-thirds of the entire 
population of the kingdom, and a little more than half the population 
of France, bear a very favourable contrast with the births out of 
the Prench population of thirty-eight millions, is satisfactory. 



Years 

of 
Birth. 


1 2 
England and Wales. 


3 4 

France. 


Number 

of Male Births 

Registered in 

England and Wales. 


Numbers 

Surviving, and likely 

to Survive, 

at Age 20, at 

the 

English Life Bate. 


Number 

of Male Births 

Registered 

in 

France. 


Numbers 

Surviving, and 

likely to survive, 

at 

Age of 20. 


1838 


236,941 
252,090 

257,453 
262,714 
265,204 

37D.577 
277,43 6 

278,418 
293.H6 
275.658 
288,346 
295>'58 

302.834 
31.4.968 

319.050 
324,069 

323.960 
335.54' 
339.998 
334.989 
352,662 

349.799 
355.972 
363.534 
372,019 

377,719 
38i,444 


154,462 
164,338 

167,834 
171,263 
172,890 
176,390 
180,861 

181,501 
191,102 
179,702 
187,973 
192,414 

197,418 
205,328 
207,990 
204,538 
211,261 

211,190 
218,740 
221,646 
218,380 
229,901 

228,035 
232,059 
236,988 
242,520 
246,236 

248,664 


489,424 
493.'72 

489.424 
502,716 
506,450 
502,927 
492,703 

504,878 
496,009 
460,910 

482,473 
506,057 

489,802 
496,606 
494,856 
482,316 
473.834 

463,440 
488,371 
482,336 
496,492 
522,116 

489,646 


307,559 
308,651 

314,117 
323,215 
324,503 
326,902 


'39 


1840 


'41 


'42 


'43 


'44 


320,256 
328,170 


1845 


'46 


322,405 
299,591 


'47 


'48 


313,607 


'49 


325,937 


1850 


318,371 


'51 


322,793 


'52 


321,656 


'53 


313,505 


'54 


307,992 


1855 


310,236 


'56 


317,441 


'57 


313,518 


'58 


322,719 


'59 


339,375 


1860 


319,279 


'61 




'62 


— — 


'63 


_ _ 


'64 


__ 


1865 









The above table must, however, be accepted with reservations, 
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because the maximum numbers likely to be available in France 
twenty years subsequent to 1860, may be considered to be liberally 
estimated. Whereas, the number of youths who will survive to 
complete the age of 20 years, out of those born in England and 
Wales in 1865, may be considered as very closely estimated. Only 
a. smaller number of those youths will be available in the kingdom 
on account of emigration, but a gradual increase may justly be 
expected to follow from the large annual increase shown of late years 
in the number of males born in England and Wales. These were 
only 236,941 in 1838, against 381,444, in 1865. This augmentation 
is in marked contrast with France, where 489,424 males were born 
in 1838, and in 1860 only about the same number, viz., 489,646. 

According to the Registrar- G-eneraPs report for 1866, the number 
of male and female births in the United Kingdom, was 1,061,819, 
considerably above the largest number that have occurred in France 
in any year since 1800; and bearing in mind that registration is 
not compulsory in the United Kingdom (except in Scotland), the 
number above given for the United Kingdom may be considered as 
below the actual number. 

The births in the Channel Islands ought, I believe, to be added 
to the above. These may be taken at about 5,181, raising the total 
number of births in the United Kingdom and Channel Islands, 
in 1866, to about 1,067,000. 

The largest numbers born in France, since the commencement of 
the century, were in 1859 and 1861. The births in those years were 
respectively 1,017,896 and 1,005,078; the latter 62,000 below the 
number born in the United Kingdom and Channel Islands in 1866. 
The births in France, in the last years for which information is 
available, do not show any material increase over those of the first 
years of the century. For instance, the total number of births in 
1864, as stated by our Eegistrar- General, was only 993,188, about 
70,000 below the number of births in the United Kingdom in 1866. 

In France the proportion of births during the years between 
1855 and 1860, was 1 to 37 inhabitants. 

In 1838, the number of births registered in the whole United 
Kingdom gave a rate of 1 to 33 inhabitants, and in 1866 it was 
1 to 28 ; but in Scotland, where registration is enforced under 
penalty of a fine of 20s., the birth-rate was considerably higher. 
And if we apply the ratio of births to population, obtaining in 
Scotland in 1865, viz., 3*606 per cent., to the entire population of 
the United Kingdom (containing thirty millions), it would give 
about 1,180,000 births, or nearly 1 to 26 of the population. 

Adopting the usual English proportion of 105 males to about 
ioo females, the 1,067,000 births in 1866 would comprise about 
567,000 males; and the number of survivors out of these at 

Q 2 
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20 years of age in 1886 would, at the English life-rate be above 
369,000. 

In order to compare these results with those in France, I must 
take the latest year, 1860, for which I have official information. The 
male births registered in that year were 489,646, and as registration 
is strictly enforced in France, the number may be taken as quite 
correct. According to previous experience in France, the number 
surviving out of these at the end of twenty years, or in 1880, would 
be about 308,000. In 1838, for instance, there were nearly the same 
number of males born (489,424), and out of these, in 1858, the 
census tables prepared for the army conscription, showed 307,550 
youths of 20 years complete, surviving. 

The births in France in the year 1864 were 993,188 ; and taking 
the French ratio of 104 males born to 100 females, this would give 
about 486,857 males, being smaller than in any of the previous 
twenty-five years, excepting in the four years 1853, 1854, 1855, and 
1857. The fewest births were in 1855, being then only 902,336, of 
whom 463,440 were males ; actually less than in 1800, in which year 
there were 464,562 males born, and in 1812 and 1813 the numbers 
were respectively 457,012 and 463,161. The male adults of France 
having in these years been heavily drawn on to support the armies 
of the First Empire, marriages must have been comparatively few ; 
and the continuance of the comparatively low birth-rate, indicates 
that the conscription has the effect of preventing, or at any rate 
delaying, marriage. 

The male survivors at the end of twenty years out of the males 
born in France in 1800, 1812, and 1813, were only 288,828, 277,477, 
and 285,805 respectively; these being amongst the lowest available 
numbers, since the beginning of this century. It may be assumed 
that 306,000 out of the 486,875 males bom in 1864, will survive at 
the end of twenty years. This proportion is perhaps more favour- 
able than that deduced from the prior experience of a series of 
years ; but the number is still about 63,000 below that which may 
be calculated on, out of the males born in the United Kingdom in 
1866, at the English rate of surviving, and not greatly in excess of 
the minimum number during this century. 

The proportion of deaths in France and the United Kingdom 
respectively, is also worthy of remark. 

The Eegistrar-Greneral's report shows that in 1863 the death-rate 
in the United Kingdom was 23*03 per thousand, and in 1866 it had 
increased to 23*62. 

In France the death-rate varied considerably between 1853 and 
1860. It was highest in 1854, being 27*60 per thousand; and 
lowest in 1860, when it was 2 1 '40 per thousand, this being the lowest 
average during a period of sixty years. The average for the years 
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between 1851 and 1855 was 24-10 per thousand, and during the 
years from 1856 to 1860 it was 23-90 per thousand. There is, 
therefore, no material difference in the death-rate in the two 
countries ; but this equality shows clearly that the difference in the 
population of the two countries is due to the difference in the 
birth-rate. 

According to the Registrar-General's report for 1866, the births 
and deaths in the United Kingdom, were respectively 1,066,819 and 
689,273 in number; but adding the deaths and births in the Channel 
Islands, the total deaths will be about 692,000, against 1,071,000 
births, which gives a proportion of 65 deaths to 100 births. That is 
to say, 35 per cent, of the births, or about 380,000, may be viewed 
as the annual addition to the population. The deaths in Great 
Britain alone, are shown in the report of the Registrar-General to 
have been in 1864 only 569,834, against 852,720 births, giving an 
excess of 282,886 births. 

In Prance, on the other hand, the ratio of deaths to births 
was high during the eight years from 1853 to 18,60. The lowest 
ratio was in 1860, being 8 1 -69 deaths to 100 births. In the years 1854 
and 1855 there was an actual decrease of population ; the ratio 
for these two years having been respectively 107-51 and 103-95 
deaths to 100 births. On the average of the eight years, the deaths 
were 93 to 100 births, giving an annual increase of population of 
only 7 per cent. The deaths in 1864 were 823,185, against 993,188 
births, leaving a surplus of only 70,003. 

In France there was only, on an average of several years, an 
addition of 66,000 annually to the population, against about 380,000 
in the United Kingdom and Channel Islands, in the one year 1866. 
An increase of population has, however, taken place of late years in 
France in two ways. The excess of births over deaths during the 
whole of the five years from 1st June, 1856, to 1st June, 1861, was 
525,612, or about 105,122 annually; the actual increase of popula- 
tion was, however, 577,890, giving an average of 115,576 annually, 
thus showing that immigration had during the five years added to 
the population of France. 

If, however, the average were extended, so as to include the years 
1854 and 1855, when the number of deaths exceeded the number of 
births in France, the annual rate of increase to the population would 
have been considerably lowered. In a slowly-increasing or almost 
stationary population, like that of France, the average of the past 
is especially important. In the United Kingdom, on the other 
hand, with births and marriages in an ascending ratio, for a series 
of years, the latest proportions, even if more favourable than on the 
mean of prior years, may safely be adopted. 

It must be remembered also, with reference to the rate of 
increase in the population of the United Kingdom 1 that emigration 
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annually withdraws a number of men equal to about two-tliirds of the 
number who every year become liable to military service in France. 
The number of emigrants from the United Kingdom in 1864 was 
208,000: and, considering that the majority were adults, it will be 
seen that the drain was very heavy. The same number may be 
taken for 1866; but the increase of population in the United 
Kingdom, after deducting deaths and emigration, may still be taken 
at.i 70,000 in 1866. This rate would give iu five years a permanent 
addition of 850,000 to the United Kingdom, against 525,612 in 
France during the same period. Thus, the thirty millions of the 
United Kingdom, even with emigration, increase more rapidly than 
the thirty-eight millions of France ; and, therefore, the death-rate, 
though nearly alike in both countries, is far higher in France, 
when viewed in proportion to births, than in the United Kingdom. 

The comparatively late period when marriages take place in 
France, which is no doubt in part attributable to the military 
conscription, must considerably affect the increase of population. 
Space will not admit of my here entering in great detail into this 
important point; but the greater extent of the future resources for 
recruiting in the United Kingdom, as compared with those of 
France, may be considered as due to the larger number also larger 
proportion of early marriages, as well as to the greater fecundity of 
marriage. 

In France the marriages were, on the average of years, from 
1800 to 1850, as 1 to 127 of the population; and on the mean of the 
ten years from 1851 to 1860, the ratio was 1 to 126 of the popu- 
lation, showing a slight increase of the marriage-rate. In England, 
marriages are yearly on the increase ; and in 1864 the proportion 
was "868 to 100, or 1 marriage to 115 of the population. 

As regards the proportion of births to marriages in the United 
Kingdom, the Begistrar-G-eneral's report for 1866 states that the 
average to each marriage varies in different years ; but shows 
4-304 births in 1864 to each marriage. In France, the proportion of 
births to each marriage between 1853 and 1864 varied, the minimum 
being 3-04 in 1858, and the maximum 3*35 in 1864; considerably 
lower than the rate in the United Kingdom in the same year. 

This view of the comparative inferiority of the resources of France 
in regard to population is in part confirmed by a French writer, in a 
very able article in the " Revue des deux Mondes " (vol. lxvii of 
February, 1867), entitled "Le probleme de PArinee," which has 
just come under my notice, and from which I quote the following : — 

" Compared with the powers that surround her, France appears 
" languishing, and even somewhat enfeebled ; but she is in fact pro- 
" gressing, if compared only with herself. Wo doubt, considering 
" only numerical increase, we are far behind Great Britain and the 
" ancient German Confederation, where the population has gained 
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" 50 per cent, between 1818 and 1861, and is in full course of deve- 
" lopment : but if you compare the progress of population with us 
" at various epochs, there cannot be said to be any falling off ; there 
" is rather a certain degree of progress to record. The number of 
" conscripts furnished by the same number of births, is greater at 
" present than it was forty years ago. Better nourishment has in 
" many departments strengthened the constitution, and increased the 
" stature. Under the Eestoration, when the demand for soldiers was 
" the smallest, was there on the part of the examiners any tendency 
" to multiply exemptions ? I know not ; I only find, that in order 
" to obtain 1,000 youths fit for service, it was then necessary to set 
" aside 927 conscripts in bad health or of insufficient height ; whilst 
" at present in selecting the same number of youths fit for service, 
" only 690 are found diseased or under-sized. In 1839, the number 
" of youths of 20 years of age who could neither read nor write, 
" was 486 per thousand ; whilst in 1864, it was only 268. A relative 
" diminution in the number of births is noted, but deaths have dimi- 
" nished in a still greater proportion. On the whole it may be said of 
" the French population, that it has gained in quality, if not in 
" quantity. This is the kind of progress that was desired twenty 
" years ago : but even this amelioration leaves sorrowful reflections, 
" and France is still very far from the healthy condition which ought 
" to be the normal state of a great nation." 

V. — Civil or Territorial Divisions of France. 

As the efficiency of the French conscription depends on the 
accuracy of the communal census, a brief explanation of the civil 
divisions of France may assist in ensuring a right understanding 
of the whole system. The existing territorial division is based on 
the arrangements made in the year VIII, and comprises depart- 
ments, arrondissements, cantons, and communes. Between 1816 
and 1860, only the cantons and communes varied in number; the 
former being between the years 1836 and 1856, raised from 1,847 
up to 2,850. In 1856 the census reports showed that France com- 
prised 86 departments, sub-divided into 363 arrondissements, 2,850 
cantons, and 36,826 communes. In 1861, prior to the annexation 
of Savoy and Nice, there were the same number of departments, 
arrondissements, and communes ; but the number of cantons had 
increased. After the annexation, the 1861 census reports showed 
89 departments, 373 arrondissements, 2,938 cantons, and 37,510 
communes. The addition made by the annexation was 3 depart- 
ments, 10 arrondissements, 73 cantons, and 721 communes. A 
change was also then made in the old boundaries, whereby the 
number of cantons was further increased by 13, altogether an increase 
of 86. The arrondissement of Grasse, which contains 8 cantons 



234 



Majob-Genebal Bauotte-— On the Military [June, 



and 59 communes, was separated from the department of Var, and 
attached to the territory of Nice, which was formed into the new 
department of the Maritime Alps, 

With regard to communes, their number has varied as follows, 
according to the last six censuses : — 



Year. 


Number 
of Communes. 


Year. 


Number 
of Communes. 


1836 


37,14° 
37,°4° 
36,819 


1851 


36,835 
-36,8*6 




'56 


'41 


'61 




36,789* 
37,5*°t 


'46 


'61 







* Before the annexation of Nice and Savoy. 



t After the annexation. 



The following table gives the apportionment of the population, 
according to the census of 1861, between the communes, classed in 
the order of their importance : — 



Number 

of 

Communes. 


Population of Communes. 


Total 
Population. 


Average 
Population 

per 
Commune. 


Proportion 

to 

whole Population 

of France. 


16,547 


Below 500 


5,058,448 
8,288,110 
15,330,389 
1,981,816 
1,488,437 
1,503,641 
835,538 
1,203,793 
1,696,141 


306 

7°5 
1,757 
6,650 

'3>4°9 
30,686 

64,*72 

171,970 

1,696,141 


Per cnt. 

I3"53 
XZ'IJ 
41*00 

5*3° 
3-98 
4 - os 
2*14 
yzz 
4' 54 


11,757 

8,727 

298 

211 

49 

13 

7 


From 500 to 1,000.... 

„ 1,000 „ 5,000.... 

„ 5,000 „ 10,000.... 

„ 10,000 „ 20,000.... 

„ 20,000 „ 50,000.... 

„ 50,000 ,,100,000.... 
Above 100,000 


Paris 1 


Containing population 


37,510 


37,386,313 


997 


IOO'OO 



The ahove tahle shows that nearly a third of the French popula- 
tion is located in the 28,304 communes, which have less than 500 
and up to 1,000 inhabitants. 

The largest proportion of the population — 41 per cent. — is sup- 
plied by the communes having from 1,000 to 5,000 inhabitants. 
The next highest proportion, 22*17, comes from the communes of 
from 500 to 1,000; and then follow the communes of below 500, 
which give 13*53. These three alone furnish more than three-fourths 
of the population. The rest is divided rather unequally. But it must 
be observed that the population of Paris alone exceeds that of each 
of the categories of communes — taken separately — which have a 
population of above 10,000. It is especially remarkable that the 
total population of the thirteen communes, of from 50,000 to 100,000 
inhabitants, does not amount to half that of Paris ; and. that the 
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total population of thirteen of the largest towns of France does not 
even equal it. 

From this minute division of the population into small com- 
munities, the official authorities are able to acquire a personal know- 
ledge of every youth who is liable to the conscription. The penalty 
of forfeiture of civil rights, which any evasion of the liability for 
military service entails, is also a powerful assistance in enforcing 
strict obedience to the law. 

VI. — Territorial and Military Divisions of France. 

Under the French system, the civil territorial divisions are also 
made the boundaries of the military commands of the French army. 
Indeed, many of the military arrangements are closely connected 
with the civil admiuistration. Each of the twenty-two military 
divisions into which the troops in the interior of France are divided, 
covers the areas of from two to eight departments ; the average 
number being about four departments to each military division. 
But subdivisions of the troops are so made, that the force occupying 
the area included in each department, forms a separate command 
under a general of brigade. The names of the French departments 
whose areas are contained in each military division, therefore indicate 
a corresponding number of subdivisional military commands : these 
military subdivisions being numbered according to the order in 
which the names of the departments in which they are located run 
alphabetically. The civil administrative divisions being thus the 
same as those of the military commands, the general officer of high 
military rank is placed in the eyes of the people of France side by 
side with the highest civil officer, the Prefet of the department. The 
importance of this arrangement is seen, by keeping in mind the con- 
nection which the recruiting of the army has with the civil institu- 
tions of the country. Until the system of exoneration was intro- 
duced in 1855, the recruiting of the army was almost entirely 
carried on by the civil functionaries : but since that law was passed 
the administrative remplacement under which soldiers are re-engaged, 
rests with the military department, and the civil functionaries only 
admit remplagants when directed by the Minister of "War. 

VII. — Composition of the French Army. 

The army of France is composed, first, of the effective force 
kept under the colours ; and, secondly, of the reserve. The effective 
force under the colours consists of men usually drawn from the first 
portion of the annual contingent, the whole of the contingent being, 
however, liable to be called on to join the army — of men voluntarily 
enlisted — of soldiers who extend their service in the army, or 
re-engage within a certain period after their discharge — of sub- 
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stitutes— of remplagants — and finally, of gagistes, or men paid by 
the day. 

The following table shows that, during the last twenty-fire years, 
the army of Prance has undergone great changes in respect to the 
proportions of the several classes serving in it : — 

Return of the State of the Effectives of the Army on 1st January of each Year. Under 

is engaged in 



On the 

1st 
January 




Voluntary Engagement 


s. 




Number of Re-engaged 


Under 




Under 








Under 




Under 






of each 


the Law of 

21st 


Per 


the Law 
of 


Per 


Total 


Per 


the Law of 
21st 


Per 


the Law 
of 


Per 




Year. 


March, 


Cent. 


26th April, 


Cent. 


Number. 


Cent. 


March, 


Cent. 


26th April, 
1855. 


Cent. 






1832. 




1855. 








1832. 










Number. 




Number. 








Number. 




Number. 






1843.... 


32,66$ 


8 


— 


— 


32,665 


8 


11,825 


3 


— 


— 




'43.... 


34.297 


10 


— 


— 


34.297 


10 


11,729 


3 


— 


— 




'44.... 


34,668 


1114 


— 


— 


34,668 


11-14 


12,043 


3-87 


— 


— 




1845.... 


37,341 


12 


— 


— 


37,3H 


12 


1 2,066 


4 





— 




'46.... 


40,900 


12 


— 


— 


40,900 


12 


12,500 


4 


— 


— 




'47.... 


42,810 


12 


-— 


— 


42,810 


12 


12,615 


4 


— 


— 




'48... 


46,031 


14 


— 


— 


46,031 


14 


13,261 


4 


— 


— 




'49.... 


58,226 


14 


— 


— 


58,226 


14 


13.338 


3 


— 


— 




1850.... 


67,618 


17 





— 


67,618 


17 


'5.243 


4 










'51... 


63.182 


17 


— 


— 


63,182 


17 


16,347 


5 


— 


— 




'52.... 


— 


— 


— 


— 


59.432 


17 




— 


— 


— 




'53.... 


59,577 


18 


— 


— 


59,577 


18 


1 9,066 


6 


— 


— 




'54.... 


57,473 


19 


— 


— 


57,473 


19 


20,095 


6 


— 


— 




1855.... 


66,490 


13 


— 


— 


66,490 


13 


20,108 


4 


— 







'56.... 


70,295 


13 


— 


— 


70,295 


13 


33,280 


6 


— 


— 




'57.... 


62,733 


12 


4,812 


1 


67,545 


13 


6,218 


1 


37,095 


7 




'58.... 


52,206 


16 


5,978 


2 


58,184 


14 


2,546 


1 


44,549 


14 




'59.... 


57,714 


16 


7,198 


2 


64,912 


18 


1,686 


— 


48,860 


14 




I860.... 


70,660 


12 


8,630 


2 


79.290 


14 


1,381 





54.H2 


10 




'61.... 


55,197 


13 


9,807 


2 


65,004 


15 


1,260 


— 


74.677 


18 




'62.... 


52,504 


12 


14,260 


3 


66,764 


15 


1,482 


— 


102,861 


24 




'63.... 


49.39 1 


12 


16,520 


4 


65.9" 


16 


2,115 


— 


109,151 


24 




*64.... 


45.250 


12 


16,515 


4 


61,765 


16 


2.135 


— 


103,927 


27 




1865.... 


48,610 


13 


17,114 


5 


65.724 


18 


2,890 


1 


98,908 


25 





In 1842 the conscripts formed 60 per cent, of the whole 
strength, and the remplagants 26 per cent., making nearly 90 per 
cent, for these two classes. The large number of conscripts bore 
heavily on the population, and the remplagants were viewed as 
injurious to the army, from their bad character. In 1865 the pro- 
portion of conscripts formed only 40 per cent, of the whole 
strength, and the remplagants only 12 per cent. This latter class 
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appear to be yearly diminishing, and, in 1862, formed only 7 per 
cent. Tlie substitutes have always been very few in number, never 
exceeding 2 per cent., and in the last year of the table they were 
only one per thousand. 



Article 3 of the Law of 21st March, 1832, showing the Classes under which every Man 
the Service. 



Soldiers. 


Conscripts on 
their own Account. 


Substitutes. 


Remplacants. 


Gagistes on 
wages. 


Total 

Strength of 

Sous- 
























officers, 
























Corporals, 




Total 


Per 


Numbers. 


Per 


Numbers. 


Per 


Numbers. 


Per 


Numbers. 


Per 


and 

Soldiers 




Number. 


Cent. 




Cent. 




Cent. 




Cent. 




Cent. 


under the 
Colours. 




11,825 


3 


243,109 


63 


__ 





101,366 


26 


_ 


. 


388,965 




11,729 


3 


213,033 


62 


— 


— 


85,872 


25 


— 


— 


344.931 




12.043 


3-87 


183,833 


59-05 


4,572 


1-45 


75,845 


24-36 


420 


— 


3".32i 




12,066 


4 


178,808 


58 


4,736 


2 


74,347 


24 


563 


— 


307.844 




12,500 


4 


194,595 


58 


5,487 


2 


82,759 


24 


439 


— 


336,680 




12,615 


4 


I93'427 


57 


6,064 


2 


85,73i 


25 


576 


— 


34',«3 




13,261 


4 


182,410 


54 


6,3H 


2 


89,346 


26 


441 


— 


337,803 




13.338 


3 


236,550 


56 


6,760 


2 


105,060 


25 


562 


— 


420,496 




15,243 


4 


198,104 


50 


6,487 


2 


100,638 


26 


3,100 


1 


391,190 




16,347 


5 


183,588 


50 


5,884 


2 


92,674 


25 


3,000 


1 


364,675 




17,567 


5 


I74,93« 


49 


6,056 


2 


93,462 


26 


3,507 


1 


354,96o 




19,066 


6 


156,694 


47 


5,852 


2 


87,630 


26 


3,730 


1 


332,549 




20,095 


6 


139,587 


45 


5,522 


2 


83,653 


27 


3,937 


1 


310,267 




20,108 


4 


— 


— 


— 


— 


119,706 


24 


5,324 


1 


507,432 




33,28o 


6 


291,650 


55 


6,576 


1 


118,164 


24 


6,061 


1 


526,056 




43,313 


8 


295,714 


58 


5,970 


1 


87,310 


17 


15,385 


3 
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47,095 


15 


157,141 


48 


3,935 


1 


45,854 


14 


14,665 


4 


326,874 




5o,546 


14 


187,799 


53 


4,522 


1 


34,937 


10 


13,874 


4 


356,590 




55,493 


60 


358.904 


64 


4,674 


1 


46,664 


8 


14,877 


3 


559,902 




75,937 


18 


229,505 


55 


2,707 


— 


32,262 


8 


15,073 


4 


420,488 




'04,343 


24 


201,395 


49 


i,954 


— 


31,168 


7 


22,394 


5 


428,018 




111,266 


24 


171,142 


41 


1,141 


— 


36,505 


9 


i8,435 


4 


404,400 




106,062 


27 


167,538 


42 


577 


— 


41,624 


10 


18,507 


4 


39 6 ,o73 




101,798 


26 


! 53>493 


40 


400 


— 


47,472 


12 


16,486 


4 


385,373 



The numbers who voluntarily enter the army, on the other hand, 
have considerably augmented during the last twenty-five years. 
In 1842 they formed only 8 per cent, of the strength, are now 
18 per cent., and are apparently on the increase. The most marked 
change is, however, in the number of soldiers who re-engage after 
their first period of service has expired. This class, which, in 1842, 
formed only 3 per cent, of the army strength, is now 26 per cent. 
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These great changes in the composition of the army, are due to 
the improvements made in the condition of the soldiers by the 
Emperor, and the encouragement given to them to remain in the 
service, under the law of April, 1855 ; and will be clearly seen by 
contrasting the first and last lines of the above table, showing the 
composition of the army in 1842 and 1864, the strength being nearly 
the same in both years. 

The number of those serving under the designation of gagistes 
has also considerably increased, being now about 4 per cent, of the 
army strength, instead of, as in former years, only about one per 
thousand. These men are employed in the army, chiefly as musicians, 
and though not serving in the ranks as soldiers, yet, in the event 
of their being enrolled in the army, they are entitled to reckon as 
service the time passed as gagistes. 

VIII. — Exclusion from Military Service. 
All persons condemned to a personal or infamous punishment, as 
also those condemned to two years' imprisonment — at least when 
placed also by the sentence under the surveillance of the police, 
and shut out from civic, civil, and family rights — are excluded 
from the army as unworthy. There is no room for the table I have 
prepared ; but this is not important, as the number is few. 

IX. — Length of Service. 
The duration of military service from 1818 to 1824 was twelve 
years, of which six were in the army and six in the veterans ; and from 
1825 to 1831 it was eight years ; but since the law of 21st March, 
1832, the period is seven years. In point of fact, however, the 
youths seldom join their corps till six months after the 1st of 
January, when the service begins to reckon, which reduces the 
actual service to six years and a-half ; and in many cases it is still 
further shortened by the soldiers being sent home in anticipation of 
the legal period of discharge on the 31st December. The number 
of men belonging to the army of different periods of service is 
annually reported on by the "War Minister. "Want of space alone 
prevents me furnishing details on this bead ; which would be of 
great value in a purely military point of view. 

X. — Height of French Soldiers. 

The minimum height fixed by the law of 1818 was 1 metre 
57 centimetres ; it was lowered to 1 metre 56 centimetres by the law 
of 1832, and to 1 metre 55 centimetres by that of April, 1860. The 
number of men of different heights, both of the contingent and 
of the active army, are shown in the annual reports of the Minister 
of "War, and the mean height of the whole army stated. 

There is but little variation in respect to height from one year 
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to another, as would be seen from the table I have compiled for a 
series of years, if space admitted of its being inserted here. 

X I. — Instruction . 
The state of instruction of the youths composing the class and 
contingent of each year, is fully described in the annual reports 
of the Minister of War. The tables I have compiled, for a series of 
years, exhibit very marked progress, as showing the large numbers 
who are now able to read and write, but I cannot enter them here 
for want of space. This point alono would form an interesting 
paper. The state of instruction of the soldiers of the active army 
is also fully described, and supplies very useful details in connection 
with the advance in education in France. 

XII. — Classes or Professions. 

The number of men of the contingent of each year, drawn from 
the agricultural and skilled classes, divided under eleven different 
heads, is also fully shown in the annual reports of the Minister of 
"War, but I have not space here to enter into the subject. 

I now proceed to give a brief sketch of the various operations so 
carefully carried out in Prance, under which the conscription is 
enforced ; commencing with — 

XIII. — Communal Census-taking. 

Every year, in the course of December, the mayor of each com- 
mune prepares the census tables of the youths of his commune, who 
must, at the end of the year, come within the recruiting law ; and 
to this end he examines the civil registers of the State and other 
documents at his disposal, besides taking the declaration which the 
law requires from the youths or their relatives or guardians. The 
preparatory list thus drawn out is converted on the 1st of January 
into a census table. This table comprises, besides the youths of 20 
years of age, the older ones who have been accidentally omitted from 
former classes. The names are inscribed in alphabetical order. 

The stringency with which the obligation of military service is 
enforced at the prescribed age, is shown by the fact that although, 
since the time of the Convention, the registration of births has been 
most strictly enforced, yet the possible case of defective registration 
is fully provided for. Under article 7 of the law of 21st March, 
1832, those youths who, according to general opinion, have attained 
the age required for the drawing, and who cannot before the draw- 
ing produce any official document establishing a different age, or 
who, in default of registry, cannot prove their age in conformity 
with article 46 of the civil code, are included in the drawing list, and 
obliged to follow the chance of the number they draw. 

The census tables only become definitive when they have been 
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examined and decreed by the Sous-prefet, in presence of the mayors 
concerned. This operation takes place the same day as the drawing. 

The youths absent receive special attention from the mayors, who 
satisfy themselves as to their existence. The particulars obtained, 
either from the relatives or the population, are set forth in the 
column of observations of the tables ; and in case of the existence 
not being fully established, the names are struck out of the tables 
by direction of the Sous-prefets. 

At a period fixed by decree, the census tables are published and 
posted up in each commune, with a notice of the place, day, and 
hour that their examination will be proceeded with ; a notice which 
enforces the attendance of the youths, and their parents and 
guardians. This examination is public. The Sous-prefet has the 
census table read out, calls for, and listens to, the observations of 
the persons present, and decides after having taken the opinion of 
the mayors. He strikes out those excluded, and those of more 
than 30 years of age, who have been omitted from classes of previous 
years. He decides on most appeals ; but in doubtful cases confines 
himself to sending them before the Council of Eevision. 

XIV. — Inclusion of Youths Omitted in Former Years. 

An account is yearly kept of those youths who have accidentally 
or otherwise been omitted from the census table on which they 
should have been inscribed ; the class to which they belong being 
exactly indicated in all official documents. As soon as the omission 
is discovered, their names are inscribed on the census table of the 
current year ; unless, as rarely occurs, they have succeeded in escap- 
ing until the completion of their thirtieth year, when they become 
exempt from service. It will be seen by the following table, for a 
series of thirty years, that the numbers omitted from former classes, 
and inscribed on the lists of following classes, vary very little from 
year to year, having been between 2,000 and 2,700 out of an average 
class of 300,000. The majority of the omissions appear to be 
promptly discovered. The following return shows that 1,433 omitted 
from the class of 1862 were included in the 1863' class, and drawn 
in 1864. In that year 293 of the 1862 class were discovered and 
inscribed, but drawn in 1865 ; and every year some omissions would 
be remedied, until nearly all who should have been inscribed on the 
1862 class were included in a subsequent class. The number who, 
without fraud, but merely from official neglect, escape being inscribed 
on the conscription lists, until they have attained the age of 30 years, 
and are eventually exempted from military service, is very small ; not 
exceeding on the average of the twenty -two years from 1841 to 1864, 
about seven annually. This is one of many illustrations of the accu- 
rate and careful way in which the census lists are kept, and the close 
scrutiny made by the administrative officers. 



1867.] 



Conscription of France. 



241 





Finally 
Exempted 

on 

Completing 

SO Years 

of Age. 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l« 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


1 






1 1 1 1 1 1 1 w "* ** *° *° rH *** "* *° "* °* °* *"* °* ° wt "" *° "^ •""* °° "^ 1 


1 




4 

I 

S 

■to 


~ 'Sa* . 


00<!OCO©e0 01>»TjHi-tira t-t-eMr-H SCJ'sOeMCSCMCSeMineMCMiOCOCOeOSO 

CO^D-iOKIi^NiCKMOO! ■#CtOKi-nOOTU5in(ML'-KMi^MiONCOC5 

Oiic+O(>toi>tc t- 1- t- m co ,— i -f wto:o«MH«mHMnNiKOci 

H««WCTW«CTWCT«C«WCT««W[Jlt>lClOl«Cl«&lC*Ct««H 


1 




!3 

03 
V 

o 
O 
o 

s 


CD 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 § 


co 

CO 

1* 




so 

00 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ill 


o 

SO 




o 

CD 
CO 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l^SS 

1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 1 I I 1 1 1 I I t 1 1 t 1 1 I I I 1 I lOCIH 


co 
as 




OS 

in 
CO 


, , , , CSt^CO CO 

1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 II Oft kO c* *«> 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 I I 1 t-CO rH 


fc- 
co 

CO 




8" 


CO 


...*.,. . . . . , ■ . , . cm cm co t- m 

| | l 1 j i ] mo^t-to 


o 

CM 

CM 
CM 




io 

CO 


, , „ , , OtomOCJr 1 1 CO 

f } I I 1 1 I 1 I I 1 1 ' O O t— en i.-n CO f eo 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 QWrH CM 

— < 1 a* 




CO 


ao "* o> co o <» to 
! ; II llll 1 i 1 ! 1 ! i ! 1 1 1 | toinTHcoo!Mr" 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■* co r-r r-i 


CM 

CM 
CM 






CO 


lO^CllOr lOOr— 1 

1 i 1 lllll 1 1 ll I OOtl>ffiOS-*Mri 
1 1 I 1 t I I 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 I i 1 1 1 1 1 C^COr- 1 


CO 
CM 






CO 


ire ci a) « o t— t^ «o co 

j 1 1 j 1 I | 1 1 1 | [ OcO>a»t~COiiQr- 1 rH 


O 

5iS 

CM 




CO 
CO 


tlillO to «5 as tc co io cc 1 


K3 
Ci 
CM 




CM 1 . O i— if— t SO U3 CS CM r-> i# 

10 | OCitMOD^^^KIH 1 1 

co II 1 II I 1 II M 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 ocOi— i 1 1 


OS 

o 

CO 
CM 




00 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 t-eoi-f I 1 1 


CM 

1 






O 


M^CO«lOOlOOO 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ISg3° 1 < ow "~ 1 1 1 1 


co 






OS 1 i — ICO-^G^-iOi — 1 into 

3 | 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |g8»»«-*°» | I | | | 


la 

CM 




CO 1 NCNMOtDCOOH 

S | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 |g§^<°««°> 1 II 1 1 1 


in 

in 

lO 
CM 






S 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |g§;3»">»~~ | | j | | | | 


O 
CM 




I 


H | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |g»s c3 «<*°» rH °» 1 l 1 1 1 1 1 


OS 
CO 
CM 
CM 




*. 

■w 


s 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 ISS3 cc "" MrH '-' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


I— 

«o 

CO 
CM 




I 

■fca 
3 


5 

CO 


wift01CC*0<OMO . 
| | | | | | | 1 | | IfJOH^^^HH | | 1 II 1 1 1 II 


■ft 
«o 

CM 




CO 


OJiO«l>005CCOT«OH 

1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 ISSUS"'* "*-' llllllllll 


-ft 
ft 

CM 




cm 


CMr— < SO t— COClCOiOtOH 

| | | | | | | | Ig^^t-c^o,^ 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


CO 

o 






CO 


COCOCOCM^iO-^COOJ 

I I I 1 1 1 1 l§gSS*"» wrt 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 


OS 
CM 




o 

00 


oanoooiNrfcaicw 

MINI is^s " 1 "^ ^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


OS 
CM 




8 


OS 

3 


ocaai—iaDi— icoc-itotocM 
lllll Igooco^coo, I I I I I I I II 1 1 1 1 1 


CM 






CO 

CO 

CO 


»usHoaiiooscoco w [in 

III, &S3t .*« rtr H | | | | | I | | | | | | | | | £ 

rH 1 CM 




§ 


r— (if»COtOCO-t'Oi— ^«D 

| | | |j= 5s «>.» -*,-<* | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 1 | | 


CO 
CM 






to 

CO 


1 | iggsss 1 """"- 1 I I 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | 




CO 


Q(0(OMM00 3tOH 1 rt" 
| (ggjOOOCOKCrH | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | g 

r- 1 1 CM 






3 

00 


tOCCOHIMMOOCC loo 

[SS§""°-" : " S 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 § 

CM 1 CM 






CO 

CO 
CO 


XO ■+ tO O) t* CM O U3 IO 

§«" +c,H 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 g 

r— 1 1 CM 








.9 Q 


COMM«CO^^*^^H'^^i*^^lOWioipifllOU3U5|Q«l^pOpQ 







242 Majoe-Geneeal Balfour — On the Military [June, 



XV. — Drawing ly Lot in Cantons. 

The census tables of all the communes of the canton having thus 
been rectified and verified, the drawing by lot is proceeded with. A 
first drawing takes place, to mark the order in which the communes 
shall draw. Under article 24s of the law of 21st March, 1832, the 
Sous-prefet inscribes at the head of the drawing lists the names of 
the youths, who, by means of frauds or manoeuvres, have been omitted 
from the census tables of preceding years. If they have been con- 
victed as authors or accomplices of such frauds or manoeuvres, the 
first numbers are, under articles 11 and 38, assigned to them by 
right ; and these numbers are consequently withdrawn from the urn, 
before the regular drawing operations commence. The first numbers 
are the lowest in the series of those placed in the urn, and those who 
receive them are the first called out to form part of the contingent ; 
so that those who draw the highest numbers have the best chance of 
escaping. The rest of the drawing numbers are then, in sight of 
all, initialed (par of is), counted, and thrown into an urn, by the 
Sous-prefet. 

In each commune the youths are called up in the order in which 
they are inscribed ; the Sous-prefet establishes the identity of each, 
calls on him to draw, receives his number, proclaims it, and causes 
it to be inscribed on the list. Either the mayor or the relatives 
draw for an absent person. The grounds of exemption or dispensa- 
tion which the youths or their relatives propose to bring forward, 
are noted, in the order of the numbers, on the list, which is made out 
as the drawing proceeds. The list is read aloud, verified, and signed 
by the Sous-prefet and the mayors ; then published, and posted up 
in each commune. The drawing operation cannot be recommenced 
under any pretext, and is on that account surrounded by many 
precautions. 

XVI. — Proceedings of Councils of Revision. 

In each of the eighty-nine departments of France a Council of 
Kevision exists, by whom all the recruiting operations are reviewed, 
the drawing by lot verified, appeals heard, and judgment pronounced 
in public sittings, in regard to exclusions, exemptions, dispensations, 
exonerations, substitutions, and retnplacements ; regarding all which 
full details are given further on. These councils make annually a 
tour or circuit, which generally occupies about a month or six weeks, 
in order to carry on the operations, as far as possible, in the chief 
place of each of the 2,938 cantons, under which the 37,510 communes 
are grouped ; but the Prefet can always, when required, unite the 



1867.] Conscription of France. 243 

operations of several cantons in one central canton, reporting the 
same to the authorities. 

The council is generally composed of five persons, i.e., the 
Prefet as president (or in his" absence the councillor of prefecture 
whom he delegates), the councillor of prefecture, a general 
councillor, a councillor of the arrondissement or district, and a 
general officer, or one of superior rank. Others assist the Council 
of Eevision, namely, the Sous-prefet, having a right of discussion 
without voting; a Sous-intendant, having the right of making 
written observations; a military medical officer, charged with the 
duty of authenticating the cases of infirmity pleaded by those 
who have been drawn : making up altogether eight members of 
the Council. In order to prevent favouritism towards individual 
conscripts, the Government of France directed, in 1850, that the 
members of the councils-general and of the arrondissements, should 
be appointed to sit on the Councils of Eevision in localities other 
than those where they have their fixed residence. 

All the youths who, according to the order of their numbers, 
may be called on to form part of the contingent, are convoked, 
examined, and heard by the Councils of Eevision ; if they do not 
attend the convocation, or do not send representatives, their case is 
proceeded with as if they were present. 

In cases of claims for exemption on account of ill-health, the 
medical officers are consulted. The other cases of exemption or 
deduction are judged of upon the production of authenticated docu- 
ments ; and on certificates signed by three fathers of families domiciled 
in the same canton, whose sons are liable to be called out, or have 
been called. These certificates must besides be signed and approved, 
by the mayor of the commune of the applicant. 

The Council of Eevision also decides upon substitution or 
exchange of numbers, the demands for t ■emplacement, and exonera- 
tion from the service. 

The decisions of the Council of Eevision are definitive, excepting 
in the two following cases. When the youths, designated by their 
numbers to form part of the contingent of the canton, have made 
appeals, the admission or rejection of which depends upon the 
decision to be passed upon judicial questions relating to their state, 
or their civil rights. In such cases, the same number of young 
people are, if necessary, marked out to supply the place of these 
appellants. They are, however, only called out in cases where, by 
the effect of judicial decisions, the appellants are definitively 
liberated. The tribunals then decree, without delay, reserving an 
appeal to the Minister of War. 

The same arrangement is made in the case of youths who have 
been handed over to the tribunals as accused of having rendered 

TOI.. XXX. PABT II. E 
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themselves unfit for service ; and when the Council of Revision has 
granted a delay, not to exceed twenty days, for the production of 
justificatory papers, or in cases of absence. 

After the Council of Revision has decided upon exemptions, 
deductions, substitutions, r emplacements, and exonerations, as also 
on all the appeals to which the recruiting operations give rise, the 
list of the contingent of each canton is definitively closed, and signed 
by the Council of Eevision ; and the names inscribed are proclaimed. 
The youths who are called in default of others are only inscribed 
upon the list of the contingent conditionally, and under a reserva- 
tion of their rights. 

The Council afterwards declares that the youths not inscribed 
upon this list, are definitively liberated. This declaration, with the 
indication of the last number comprised in the cantonal contingent, 
is publicly posted up in each canton. As soon as the delays granted 
in virtue of the arrangements above detailed have expired, or 
when the tribunals have decided in the cases provided for, the 
council pronounces in the same manner on the liberation of appel- 
lants, or of the youths designated conditionally to supply their 
places. 

In each of the eighty-nine departments of France, a recruiting 
dep&t is established for the reception of conscripts ; commanded by a 
chef de bataillon or squadron, or by a captain. These dep6ts are 
classed as first or second, according to their importance. The 
commanding officer of the dep6t follows the movements of the 
Council of Eevision, and in each sitting takes note of the military 
aptitude of the youths, and for what branch of service they are best 
fitted. 

Thus, the number of officials actually employed on each Council of 
Revision, for the object of selecting recruits for the army, may be 
taken at nine in each department, making for the eighty-nine 
departments of France, a total of 80 1 officers employed for four 
to six weeks every year; all officers of rank, and many holding 
important offices, viz. : — 

89 Prefets. 

89 Councillors of Prefecture. 

89 General Councillors. 

89 Councillors of Arrondissement. 

89 General Officers. 

89 Sous-prefets. 

89 Sous-intendants. 

89 Military Medical Officers. 

89 Commandants of Depdts. 
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There are other functionaries, such as the mayors of communes, 
who are in attendance on the Councils of Eevision, and contribute 
to form the vast and powerful machinery employed to furnish the 
French army with efficient recruits. The operations are all reported 
on in full detail to the Minister of "War, by whom the proceedings of 
these Councils of Eevision are severely and strictly scrutinised in 
his annual report to the Emperor. 

On the correctness and impartiality of the decisions of these 
Councils rests the whole scheme of the French conscription. The 
dates of commencement and termination of their sittings, the 
number of sittings, those presided over by the Prefet, and the 
number of cantons in which held ; the number of youths liable for 
service, the numbers examined, rejected, passed exempted, and 
dispensed from military service ; as also the numbers absent or 
who cannot be supplied, are all reported to the sovereign in the 
annual report of the Minister of War. 

The following table condenses into small space, a great variety 
of details included in the annual reports of the Minister of "War, 
connected with the proceedings of the Councils. 
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Return of the Operations 


Years of 


Operations of the Conseils of Revision. 


Days 
Occu- 
pied. 


Number 
of Cantons. 


Average 
Number of 

Bays in 
the Tour of 

the _ 
Conseilsm 
each 
Depart- 
ment. 


Number of 
Conseils 


Exam- 
ination. 


The 

Class. 


Commenced. 


Terminated. 


In 
France. 


Visited 

by Conseils 

of 

Revision. 


Total 
Number. 




1841 


1840 


— 





— 











— 




'42 


•41 


— 


— 


— 


2,846 


2,075 


28 


2,647 




'43 


'42 


— 


— 


— 


» 


2,08 1 


29 


2,687 




'44 


'43 


4 May, 1844 .... 


20 June, 1844 .... 


47 


— 


2,117 


28 


2,744 




'45 


'44 


15 „ '45 .... 


30 „ '45 .... 


46 


— 


2.134 


28 


2,778 




'46 


'45 


15 „ '46 .... 


30 „ '46 .... 


46 


2,846 


2.232 


30 


2,809 




'47 


'46 


12 „ '47 .... 


30 „ '47 .... 


49 


.» 


2,202 


34 


2,874 




'48 


'47 


15 April, '48 .... 


30 April, '48 .... 


15 


— 


— 


— 


— 




'49 


'48 


22 May, '49 .... 


10 July, '49 .... 


49 


2,847 


2,364 


30 


2,948 




'50 


'49 


15 „ '50 ... 


6 „ '50 ... 


51 


» 


2.42S 


32 


2,968 




1851 


1850 


6 May, 1851 .... 


25 June, 1851 .... 


50 


2,847 


2,530 


32 


3,006 




'52 


•51 


13 „ '52 .... 


30 „ '52 .... 


48 


it 


2,588 


33 


3.063 




'53 


'52 


17 „ '53 .... 


5 July, '53 .... 


49 


2,846 


2,593 


33 


3.049 




•54 


'53 


29 April, '54 .... 


29 May, '54 .... 


31 


— 


1,784 


24 


2,942 




'55 


'54 


1 March, '55 .... 


20 March, '55 .... 


21 


2,846 


1,426 


19 


2,836 




'56 


•55 


25 Feb., '56 .... 


15 „ '51 .... 


18 


2,847 


1,484 


20 


3,020 




'57 


'56 


30 April, '57 .... 


10 June, '57 .... 


42 


2,848 


2,601 


32 


3.039 




'58 


'57 


3 May, '58 .... 


5 ( „ '58 .... 


32 


2,849 


2,411 


28 


3.034 




'59 


'58 


1 „ '59 .... 


26 May, '59 .... 


27 


2,850 


2,160 


26 


2,988 




'60 


'59 


22 „ '60 .... 


30 June, '60 .... 


39 


2,859 


2,580 


31 


3.053 




1861 


1860 


29 April, 1861 .... 


8 June, 1861 .... 


41 


2,934 


2,71 1 


31 


3.175 




'62 


'61 


22 „ '62 .... 


31 May, '62 .... 


40 


2,936 


2,775 


31 


3.188 




'63 


'62 


20 March, '63 .... 


27 April, '63 .... 


39 


» 


2,746 


37 


3,184 




'64 


•63 


29 „ '64 .... 


7 May, '64 .... 


40 


,. 


2,757 


32 


3,213 





XVII. — Exemptions. 

I must now explain more particularly the various causes of 
exemption, from military service, which are decided upon by the 
Councils of Eevision. 
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of the Conseils of Revision. 














Meetings held by 
of Revision. 


Number of Youths forming the Total Strength of the Class. 


Average 




Presidec 


over by 


Inscribed 

on the 

Census and 

Drawing 

Lists. 


Number 
Called 

to obtain 

the 

Contingent. 


Number 

not 
Called for 
Contingent. 


Cannot 

be 
supplied 

by 
Cantons. 


Absent. 


Strength 
of 

Contingent. 


Number 
Examined 




The 
Prefets. 


ConseiUers 

of the 
Prefecture. 


at each 
Sitting. 







— 





— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


67 




2,418 


229 


300,822 


I75.54.I 


— 


— 


2,287 


— 


74 




2,441 


246 


304,222 


180,409 


— 


— 


2,598 


80,000 


66 




2,389 


355 


304,998 


179.327 


— 


— 


2,107 


80,000 


65 




2,220 


558 


308,900 


173.462 


— 


— 


2,074 


80,000 


61 




2,467 


34* 


300,775 


172,288 


— 


— 


1,968 


80,000 


61 




2,461 


413 


307,891 


I73.9 10 


— 


— 


2,154 


80,000 


61 




— 


— 


304,905 


160,460 


— 


— 


3,229 


80,000 


65 




2,164 


784 


305,124 


166,994 


— 


— 


2,701 


80,000 


50 




2,005 


963 


304,023 


167.548 


— 


— 


2,585 


80,000 


48 




2,599 


407 


305,712 


164405 


— 


— 


2,382 


80,000 


47 




2,435 


628 


311,218 


161,077 


— 


— 


2,426 


80,000 


44 




2,526 


523 


295,762 


159.939 


— 


— 


2,427 


80,000 


46 




2,670 


272 


301,295 


255.749 


— 


— 


4,425 


140,000 


75 




2,669 


167 


306,622 


261,121 


45,501 


2,324 


5>i°3 


140,000 


77 




2,789 


231 


317,855 


268,039 


49,816 


2,441 


4,720 


140,000 


77 




2,794 


H5 


310,289 


211,620 


98,669 


280 


2,851 


100,000 


69 




2,595 


439 


294,761 


210,019 


84,742 


415 


2,967 


100,000 


73 




2,797 


191 


305,339 


267,333 


38,006 


3,102 


3>704 


140,000 


77 




2,738 


315 


306,314 


206,168 


100,146 


215 


2,357 


100,000 


57 




2,633 


542 


312,204 


204,216 


107,988 


171 


2,606 


100,000 


55 




2,810 


378 


321,455 


205,093 


116,362 


126 


2,792 


100,000 


53 




2,857 


327 


323,070 


204,047 


119,023 


133 


2,5°9 


100,000 


56 




2,756 


457 


325,127 


204,870 


120,257 


186 


2,451 


100,000 


55 



The French legislature has provided for exemption from the 
military service, on various well-defined grounds, enumerated below. 

I will first place before you a table I have compiled, showing 
the aggregate numbers of exemptions, on all these grounds, during 
a series of years, from 1841 to 1864. 
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Years. 


Number of Youths of 

the Age of 20, 

Subject to the Conscription. 


Grand Total of Youths Exempted 
from all Causes. 


la which 


To which 


Total 


Number of 




Relative Proportion 


the 
Conscrip- 


the Classes 
belong 


Number of 
Youths 


Youths 
Examined by 


Number. 


per 100 on 






tion 


from which 


of 


Councils 








Drawn. 


Drawn. 


each Year. 


of Revision. 




of Class. 


Examined. 


1841 


1840 


300,717 


176,778 


96,487 


32-08 


54-58 


'42 


'41 


300,822 


I7S.54I 


95,355 


31-69 


54"32 


'43 


'42 


304,222 


180,409 


100,253 


32-95 


55'57 


'44 


'43 


304,998 


179.327 


99,153 


32-50 


55 - 29 


'45 


'44 


308,900 


I73.4 6 * 


93,374 


30-22 


53-83 


'46 


'45 


300,775 


172,288 


92,083 


30-61 


53-44 


'47 


'46 


307,091 


173.910 


93,724 


30-46 


53-89 


'48 


'47 


304,905 


1 60,460 


80,168 


26-26 


48-71 


'49 


'48 


305,124 


166,994 


86,739 


28-40 


5I-94 


'50 


'49 


304,023 


167,548 


87,360 


28-73 


52-14 


1851 


1850 


305,712 


164,405 


84,245 


27-56 


5 I- 24 


'52 


'51 


311,228 


161,077 


81,011 


26-02 


50-28 


'53 


'52 


295,762 


159.939 


79,780 


26-98 


49-89 


'54 


'53 


301,295 


255.749 


117,485 


38-98 


47-60 


'55 


'54 


306,622 


261,121 


122,972 


40-11 


47-09 


'56 


'55 


317,855 


268,039 


130,158 


40-94 


48-56 


'57 


'56 


310,289 


211,620 


111,726 


36-01 


52-80 


'58 


'57 


294,761 


210,019 


110,113 


37-42 


54-53 


'59 


•58 


305,339 


267,333 


130,236 


42-65 


48-72 


'60 


'59 


306,314 


206,168 


106,241 


31-42 


5 1- 53 


1861 


1860 


312,204 


204,216 


104,255 


33-39 


5i-63 


'62 


'61 


321,455 


205,093 


104,992 


32-06 


5 I-1 9 


'63 


'62 


323,070 


204,047 


103,994 


32-18 


5o-97 


'64 


'63 


325,127 


204,870 


104,827 


32-24 


51-16' 


Total*.... 


— 


7,378,610 


4.710,413 


2,416,731 


31-75 


51-31 



* These totals approximate sufficiently close to the exact numbers to allow of 
the percentages being struck. 



The above table shows that, during the whole period, the 
numbers examined in order to obtain fit men for the contingent, 
have generally been more than double the strength required. In 
1848 the numbers examined were, however, only just double the 
strength fixed for the contingent. This was stated to be owing to 
the republic having formed special commissions to examine the 
conscripts ; and as many as possible were passed into the army, 
which resulted, as the Minister of "War afterwards pointed out, in 
unfit men being admitted into the service. 

It will also be observed, that in the years 1853, 1854, 1855, 
and 1859, the numbers examined were not equal to double the 
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strength of the contingent, which in these years was raised to 
140,000 men, on account of war. The inference is, that the greater 
drain on the population the fewer the rejections ; indeed it may be 
said that, if the same stringency that prevails in time of peace had 
been exercised in examining men in those years of war, the whole 
class would probably have been brought under examination, without 
being able to complete the contingent with fit men. 

It will also be seen from the above table, that the number of 
exemptions has invariably exceeded the strength of the contingent, 
except in the four years when the strength was raised to 140,000, on 
account of war. The numbers exempted during the latter years are, 
relatively to the strength of the contingent, somewhat smaller than at 
the beginning of the period. Great stress is laid on this fact by various 
writers, as showing an improvement in the quality of the class called 
out"; but, judging from our own experience of recruiting, I should be 
inclined rather to attribute this result to the diminished stringency 
of the examination when a large contingent is required ; a contingent 
of 80,000 men would allow of a larger proportion of rejections, than 
one of 100,000 or 140,000 men. 

The number forming the class of the year has, within the period 
of twenty-four years, increased by about one-twelfth ; but much 
stress must not be laid on this, because, as already shown in the 
table given above in the subdivision of "Recruiting Resources," 
there have been previous variations. For instance, in the year 1834 
the number of the class (329,236) was higher than in 1864, viz., 
325,127. This increase in 1834 was attributed to the cessation 
of war in France twenty years previously, in consequence of which 
an unusual number of births took place in 1814. The number of 
births in subsequent years is shown to be lower than that of the 
1834 class, though the number of the 1863 class approximated 
thereto. 

The several causes which give rise to the exemptions, of which the 
aggregate is given above, are nine in number : — 

1st. Those who are found on measurement to be deficient of 
the standard height. 

2nd. Those unfit from bodily weakness, or any other infirmity, 
for service in the army. 

The numbers exempted under these two heads, are shown in the 
table below. 
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Years. 


Number of Youths out of all who attained the Age of 20, found on Examination 
Unfit from Two Causes, Deficient Height, and from Infirmities. 


In which 
Con- 


To 

which 

belongs 

the 

Class 

from 

which 

Drawn. 


Number 
Deficient 

of 
Height. 


Percentage 

to 
the Total. 


Number 
found 
Weak. 


Percentage 

to 
the Total of 


Total 
Unfit for 

want 
of Height 
and being 

Weak. 


Percentage 

to the 

Total of Unfits. 


waa 
Drawn. 


Of the 
Whole 
Class. 


Number 

Ex- 
amined. 


Whole 
Class. 


Number 

Ex- 
amined. 


To 
Whole 

Class. 


To Kate 

Ex- 
amined. 


1841.... 
'42.... 
'43... 
'44.... 
'45.... 
'46.... 
■47.... 
'48.... 
•49.... 
'50... 

1851... 

'52.... 
'53... 
'54.... 
'55.... 
'56.... 
'57.... 
'58.... 
'59.... 
'60.... 

1861... 
'62... 
'63... 
'64.... 


1840 
'41 
•42 
'43 
'44 
•45 
'46 
'47 
'48 
•49 

1850 
•51 
•52 
'53 
'54 
'55 
'56 
'57 
•58 
'59 

1860 
'61 
'62 
'63 


13,865 
12,754 
13,348 
12,672 
11,800 
11,695 
11,203 
13,768 
11,791 
11,172 

10,256 
9,699 
9,889 
15,329 
17,951 
18,466 
13,332 
13,393 
16,491 
12,178 

12,148 
11,710 
11,428 
11,421 


4'6i 
4'H 
4 - 39 
4-12 
3'82 
3-89 
3"°4 
4"5* 
3-86 

yti 

3'35 
3-12 

3 - 34 
4*75 
5-85 
5'8i 
4"3° 
4'54 
5*40 
3-98 

3-89 
3*64 
3*54 
3*51 


7*84 
7'2? 
7-40 
7 - o6 
6 -8c 
6-76 
6-72 
8-58 
7-06 
6-66 

6-23 

6-i8 
5'6o 
6-87 
6-8o 
6-30 
6-38 
6-17 
5-86 

5'95 
5'7o 
5-60 

5-57 


54,066 
54,878 
58,262 
58,622, 
54,565 
53,891 
56,013 
41,884 
49,217 
49,775 

48,433 
46,858 
45,944 
62,376 
62,564 
65,417 
60,673 
58,314 
63,829 
55,481 

54,177 
56,524 
56,885 
57,659 


17-98 
18-24 

'9-15 
19-^3 
17-66 

I7-93 
18-23 

13-73 
16-13 

16-37 

I5-84 
IS-05 
'S - 55 
21-03 
20-40 
20-58 
I9-53 
19-85 
20-90 
i8-ii 

17-35 
17-58 
17-60 
17*73 


30-58 
31-26 
32-29 
32-69 
31-46 
3I-34 
32*20 
26-10 

29-47 
29-11 

29H6 
29-H 
28-76 
24-78 

23-96 
24-41 
28-67 
27-86 
23-88 
26-92 

26-48 
27-56 
27-88 
28-14 


67,931 
67,632 
71,610 
71,294 
66,365 
65,586 
67,216 
55,652 
61,008 
60,947 

58,689 
56,557 
55,833 
77,705 
80,515 
83,883 
74,005 
71,707 
80,320 
67,659 

66,325 
68,234 
68,313 
69,080 


22-59 
22-48 

23-54 
23-35 
21-48 
21-82 
21-87 
18-25 
19-99 
20-04 

19-19 
18-17 
18-89 
25-78 
26-25 
26-39 
23-83 
24-39 
26-30 
22-09 

21-24 
21*22 
21-14 
21-24 


38-42 
38-53 
59 - 69 
39 - 75 
38-26 
38-10 
38-92 
34-68 
36-53 
35-77 

35-69 
35* I o 
34'94 
30-38 
30-83 
31-21 
34-97 
34-24 
30-05 
32-78 

32-43 
33-26 
33-48 
33-7I 


Total .... 


— 


307,759 


4*iS 


6-53 


1,326,307 


17-29 


21-11 


1,634,066 


22-13 


34-66 



The above table shows that in 1841 there were 13,865 youths 
rejected for insufficient height, out of the class of 1840, in number 
300,717; and that the percentage of rejection was 4*61. But as 
only 177,778 youths were examined, then the 13,865 rejected youths 
were 7-84 per cent, of the number examined. The youths rejected 
on account of bodily infirmities in the same year were 54,066, or 17*98 
per cent, of the whole class, and 30*58 per cent, of the number 
examined. These two great causes gave 67,931 rejected ont of 
300,717, or 22*59 per cent; and as many as 54*58 per cent., or 
more than one-half of the 176,778 examined. These proportions 
are not materially altered according to the last year's results. 

Great importance is attached by the French authorities to 
enforcing military service in all possible cases ; and the stringency of 
the inquiry into the causes of exemption has been greatly increased 
of late years. Since 1831, the Minister of "War's annual report 
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on the recruiting operations recapitulates, under twenty-one heads, 
the different infirmities that give rise to exemptions ; since 1850, 
a new nomenclature has been adopted, which contains no less than 
fifty-eight columns, comprised in fifteen great divisions. This part 
of the question especially deserves attention, and I would gladly set 
before you the table of diseases and bodily defects, to which the 
youths of France owe exemption from military service, but the 
want of space prevents me. 

In the numerous statistical works to which these tables have 
given rise, the percentage of infirmities as above given has been 
considered as applying to all the youths examined. But a glance 
at the table of the operations of the Councils of Revision suffices, 
to show that the heading "Examined" comprises not only those 
really examined in reference to height and infirmities, but also those 
exempted on other grounds provided for by the law, such as volun- 
tary enlisters, most of whom only require to produce the necessary 
legal certificates, and are not examined by the Council, having 
already been recognised as fit for service, by the recruiting commis- 
sions that receive their engagement. Under the head " Examined" 
are also comprised the youths already legally bound to the service 
of the land and sea forces, and other classes of persons, who receive 
dispensations but are retained in the contingent, as fully explained 
further on. These latter classes are invited to allow themselves to 
be examined by the council, as the discontinuance of the professional 
engagements on account of which they obtained dispensation, 
renders them liable to be called on to serve, and it is the interest of 
the administration only to retain in the contingent persons fit for 
service ; but it is not known how many respond to this invitation. 

Finally, the head "Examined" comprises also the absent 
persons, who, although they have neither allowed themselves to be 
examined, nor sent representatives, are, nevertheless, considered 
as present, in virtue of article 16 of the 1 law. These cannot have 
been subjected to the examination of the Council ; and if examined 
later, it is before a special commission formed for that purpose. 

In point of fact, neither those absent, a certain number of those 
exempted, nor those who, although forming part of the contingent, 
are dispensed from active service, can be considered as having been 
really examined by the Councils of Revision. The percentage of 
exemptions on account of insufficient height and ill-health, as shown 
in the above table, is, therefore, not high enough ; and in order to 
ascertain that it would be necessary to shew, not the whole number 
who figured under the head of "Examined," but those actually 
subjected to the examination of the councils. Unfortunately, the 
form of the official statements does not allow of this number being 
ascertained even approximately. 
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Exemptions are allowed under the four following heads, on 
grounds of State policy, as well as with a view to conciliate the 
people of France. Those youths who are supporters of their families 
being struck out of the class of the year, as not liable to be drawn 
for the contingent. These four heads are as below : — 

3rd. The eldest of a family of orphans who have lost both father 
and mother. 

4th. The only son, or the eldest son, or, in default of son and 
son-in-law, the only grandson or eldest grandson of a widow woman. 

5th. Son or grandson of a septuagenarian, or blind man. 

6th. Youngest of brothers, blind or impotent. 

In these two last cases exemption applies to the younger brother, 
if the elder be blind, or afflicted with any other incurable infirmity 
that renders him helpless. 

The table below gives the exemptions under these four heads. 
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1841 


1840 


2,168 


0*72 


I'*3 


12,269 


4-08 


6-94 




'42 


'41 


2,069 


0*69 


IU7 


11,650 


3-87 


6-64 




'43 


'42 


2,053 


o-68 


1-14 


11,998 


3"94 


6-65 




'44 


'43 


2,023 


o-66 


1*12 


11,662 


3*82 


6-50 




'45 


'44 


2,000 


0-65 


'•15 


11,373 


3-68 


6-56 




'46 


'45 


1,811 


o"6o 


1-05 


10,919 


3'<>4 


6-33 




'47 


'46 


1,804 


0-58 


1-03 


11,144 


3-62 


6*40 




'48 


'47 


1,784 


0-58 


i'ii 


10,247 


3-36 


6-38 




'49 


'48 


1,897 


0*62 


i"i3 


10,952 


3*58 


6- S 6 




'50 


'49 


2,020 


0-66 


1*20 


11,334 


3-7* 


6-76 




1851 


1850 


1,928 


0*63 


1*21 


10,802 


3 '54 


6'57 




'52 


'51 


1,803 


0-58 


1*12 


10,678 


3 "43 


6-63 




'63 


'52 


1,619 


o-$5 


1*01 


10,324 


3 '49 


6'45 




'54 


'53 


2,717 


0*90 


1-62 


16,648 


5*53 


6-5- 




'55 


'54 


2,731 


0-89 


I-05 


17,198 


5-«* 


6*59 




'56 


'55 


2,782 


o-88 


1*04 


17,881 


5-63 


6-67 




'57 


'56 


2,148 


0*69 


I"02 


14,035 


4'5» 


6-63 




'58 


'57 


2,236 


0*76 


i - o6 


14,085 


4"73 


6-71 




'59 


'58 


2,794 


0*91 


'•°5 


17,951 


5'88 


6-71 




'60,,.. 


'59 


2,317 


0-76 


1*12 


14,071 


4"59 


6-82 




1861 


1860 


2,186 


0*70 


i '07 


13,952 


4'47 


6-83 




'62 


'61 


2,127 


0-66 


1*04 


13,365 


4*16 


6-52 




'63 


'62 


2,070 


0*64 


I'OI 


13,198 


4-09 


6 "49 




'64 


'63 

n 18411 


2,061 


0*63 


1*00 


13,381 


4-11 


6'53 




Total froj 
to 1864 


61,148 


C69 


I "08 


311,117 


4-27 


6-6o 
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The severity of the conscription has gradually been softened, and 
of late years still further lessened to the families of Prance, by the 
Government according exemption, on the ground of relationship 
to men actually enrolled in the army. These claims give rise to 
exemptions under the three following heads : — 

7th. The elder of two brothers comprised in the same drawing 
list, and both drawn by lot, provided the younger is considered fit 
for service. 

8th. The brothers of a soldier serving under the colours, in any 
other capacity than as a remplacant. 

9th. The brothers of a soldier who has died in active service, 
or been invalided, or admitted to pension on account of wounds 
received in authorised service, or sickness contracted in the land 
or sea forces. 
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972 


0-32 


°'55 


91 


0-03 


C05 


15,500 


1840 


1841 




933 


0-31 


°"53 


66 


o'02 


C04 


14,748 


'41 


'42 




923 


0-30 


o^ 1 


89 


0-03 


C05 


15,063 


'42 


'43 




913 


C29 


0-50 


59 


O'OI 


0-03 


14,657 


'43 


'44 




823 


C27 


0-47 


64 


0'02 


C04 


14,260 


'44 


'45 




858 


0-28 


0-49 


78 


0'02 


C04 


13,666 


'45 


'46 




868 


0-28 


0-48 


61 


O'OI 


C02 


13,877 


'46 


'47 




757 


0*24 


0-47 


62 


0*02 


CO3 


12,850 


'47 


'48 




786 


0-25 


0-47 


84 


0-03 


C05 


13,719 


'48 


'49 




813 


C26 


0-48 


50 


O'OI 


0'02 


14,217 


'49 


'50 




817 


C27 


0-49 


60 


0'02 


CO3 


13,607 


1850 


1851 




677 


C22 


0*42 


40 


O'OI 


0'03 


13,798 


'51 


'52 




671 


C23 


0*42 


45 


O'OI 


CO3 


12,659 


'52 


'53 




1,175 


o"39 


1*46 


88 


0-03 


C03 


20,628 


'53 


'54 




1,087 


o'35 


0*41 


94 


0-03 


C04 


27,770 


'54 


'55 




1,039 


0-32 


°"39 


91 


0-03 


C03 


27,793 


'55 


'56 




828 


o - 27 


°"39 


64 


0'02 


CO3 


17,075 


•56 


'57 




766 


0*26 


0-36 


70 


0*03 


CO3 


17,157 


'57 


'58 




1,011 


o'33 


0-38 


71 


0'02 


CO3 


21,827 


'58 


'59 




729 


- 24 


° - 35 


62 


0'02 


C03 


17,179 


'59 


'60 




747 


- 2I 


o-37 


73 


- O2 


CO4 


16,958 


1860 


1861 




701 


0'2Z 


o-34 


51 


- 02 


C03 


16,244 


'61 


'62 




753 


0-23 


o'37 


47 


O'OI 


0'02 


16,068 


'62 


'63 




739 


0'22 


0-36 


64 


O'OI 


C03 


16,245 


'63 


'64 




20,386 


C27 


°'43 


1,624 


0'02 


0'03 


384,275 


/Total 
1 1841 1 


from 

1864 
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The law of the 4th June, 1864, has also widened the claims 
of the relatives of a soldier to exemption. Up to that time, re- 
engagement after the first period of service, gave no right of exemp- 
tion to the relatives of a soldier as during his first engagement. 
That law, however, allowed dispensation to be claimed ; the effect 
of which will be explained under that head. 

The following table shows how extensively these claims for 
exemption occupy the attention of the Councils of Revision. 
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65 


o'oz 
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11,010 


3-66 


6-*3 
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o-66 


1'IZ 


13,056 


'42 
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45 


O'OI 
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3-57 
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44 
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3-06 
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XVIII. — Dispensations. 

The difference between exemptions and dispensations is consider- 
able. Dispensations are accorded with a view to favour certain 
careers. Exemption is claimed before the final formation of the 
contingent : and as all exemptions cause the youths with the next 
higher numbers to be brought forward and included in the con- 
tingent, if fit, its strength is therefore not diminished by exemptions. 
Dispensations, on the other hand, are granted after the contingent 
is formed, thereby reducing its effective strength ; although those 
dispensed are retained on its nominal strength. It is, therefore, 
the policy of Government to cause as many as possible of the 
youths of the class to be brought for examination before the Councils 
of Kevision, who would grant exemptions rather than dispensations 
where possible. For instance, a youth having two claims to be 
freed from military service, that of having a blind father and having 
gained the great prize at the University, would, if appearing before 
the Council, obtain exemption and not dispensation ; and being 
freed on the former ground, the youth with the number following 
would then take the place of the exempted. 

Under the terms of article 14 of the law of 1832, such of the 
youths drawn for the contingent as are in the following positions, 
are dispensed from military service ; that is, considered as having 
satisfied the call, and are deducted from the contingent to be 
formed : — 

1st. Those already legally bound to the service of the armies of 
land or sea, by virtue of voluntary enlistment, of a brevet or 
commission ; on condition of producing a certificate of presence 
under the colours, and being in all cases bound to complete the 
term prescribed by the law. 

2nd. Young sailors borne upon the registry of the Maritime 
Inscription, and special artificers also enrolled for the marine 
service (law 5th Brumaire, An IV) . 

3rd. The pupils of the Polytechnic School, provided they pass 
seven years, the term fixed for military service, either in this school 
or in one of the public services. 

4th. Those who devote themselves for ten years to public 
instruction. 

5th. The pupils of the great seminaries, and the youths who 
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devote themselves to the ministry in the forms of religion recognised 
by the State. 

6th. The youths who carry off the great prizes of the Institut 
(prix de Bonne), or of the University (prix d'Honneur). 

In the event -of any person who has received a dispensation 
giving up the career which has obtained for him such dispensa- 
tion, he must declare the fact to the mayor of his commune in 
the same year that it takes place, take a copy of his declaration, and 
submit it for the visa of the Prefet, within a month. He is then 
replaced in the contingent to which he belongs, and follows the 
chance of his drawing number, unless he be a member of the 
University, in which case the whole seven years' service is remitted. 
Any person who, having received a dispensation, neglects to comply 
with these conditions, is handed over to the tribunals. During the 
seven years which the G-overnment can claim for military service, 
the party dispensed is kept in view, and all changes in condition 
duly noticed. 

Besides the above grounds for dispensation from service in 
the forces, another was added by the law of 4th June, 1864. The 
right of exemption for relatives, on the ground of having a brother 
in the service, was, by the law of 1832, withheld from soldiers 
re-engaging for service. This rule continues in force ; but the law 
of 1864 modifies it, by allowing a dispensation to the brother so 
long as the re-engaged soldier remains under the colours, which 
has the effect of inducing old soldiers to continue in the service. 

The following table exhibits for a series of years the heavy 
reductions in strength to which the contingent has been subjected, 
on the claims for dispensation being admitted ; and shows in two 
ways the dispensations accorded in the year in which first allowed, 
and those existing at the end of six years. The dispensations 
have generally increased in number, as the strength of the con- 
tingent has been augmented ; but in the years 1854, 1855, and 1856, 
when war was going on, the number was greater in proportion than 
the augmentation of the contingent. The exemptions, on the other 
hand, were fewer, owing to the strictness of the medical examina- 
tion being somewhat relaxed, for fear of the contingent not being 
completed. It is within the power of Government to prevent 
exemptions becoming too numerous ; whereas dispensation is claimed 
by individuals as a right. 
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Return of Men who have been Deducted Nominally from the Contingent by 
Virtue of Article 14 of the Law. 





1 2 


S 


i 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Year. 


Nominally Deducted on 


the Ground of 




Deducted 




















from the 


To 
which 

the 
Class 

be- 
longs. 


In 

which 
Con- 
tingent 

was 
Drawn. 


Having 
Voluntarily 
Engaged, 
or belong 

to the 
Service by 
Virtue of a 
Brevet or 

Com- 
mission. 


Being 
on the 
Mari- 
time 
Inscrip- 
tion. 


Students 
of the 
Poly- 
technic. 


Mem- 
bers of 

Public 
Instruc- 
tion. 


Eccle- 
siastical 
Stu- 
dents. 


Gainers 

of 

the Great 

Prize 

of the 

Uni- 

versity 

or 

Institute. 


Total 
Number 
Nomi- 
nally 
Deducted. 


Contingent 

Entitled to 

Dis- 
pensation 

from 

Service, in 

the Year 

in which 

Drawn. 


1836 


1837 


2,047 


1,539 


47 


447 


554 


2 


4,636 




'37 


'38 


2,471 


1,578 


58 


502 


553 


2 


5,164 


— 


'38 


'39 


2,95° 


1,563 


73 


517 


580 


4 


5,687 


— 


'39 


'40 
1841 


3,455 


1,619 


58 


620 


595 


3 


6,35° 


— 


1840 


3,639 


1,741 


54 


607 


655 


2 


6,748 


6,625 


'41 


'42 


4,108 


1,831 


78 


624 


77o 


1 


7,4" 


7,318 


'42 


'43 


4,584 


1,888 


60 


662 


718 


9 


7,921 


7,953 


'43 


'44 


3,626 


1,934 


83 


650 


743 


2 


7,038 


7,110 


'44 


'45 


3,964 


1,776 


60 


652 


765 


3 


7,240 


7,275 


'45 


'46 


4,252 


1,987 


5o 


708 


761 


1 


7,759 


7,739 


'46 


'47 


5,332 


1,960 


49 


701 


807 


2 


8,851 


8,711 


'47 


'48 


5,527 


1,819 


37 


669 


584 


1 


8,737 


8,329 


'48 


'49 


7,023 


1,930 


69 


708 


647 


— 


10,377 


10,439 


'49 


'50 


4,802 


1,757 


36 


688 


673 


3 


7,959 


8,310 


1850 


1851 


3,977 


1,819 


32 


721 


667 


3 


7,219 


7,445 


'51 


'52 


4,452 


1,791 


34 


710 


688 


— 


7,675 


7,704 


'52 


'53 


4,382 


1,882 


35 


755 


670 


1 


7,725 


7,788 


'53 


'54 


10,634 


3,225 


49 


1,365 


1,054 


3 


16,330 


16,219 


'54 


'55 


16,848 


3,435 


61 


1,339 


1,044 


1 


22,728 


22,351 


'55 


'56 


I4,8i5 


3,732 


72 


1,435 


1,091 


1 


21,146 


20,895 


'56 


'57 


6,n7 


2,772 


49 


1,112 


784 


1 


10,835 


10,962 


'57 


'58 


6,283 


2,827 


47 


1,128 


871 


2 


11,158 


11,089 


'58 


'59 


9,067 


3,734 


64 


1,386 


1,207 


2 


15,460 


15,256 


'59 


'60 


7,713 


2,797 


56 


1,085 


934 


— 


12,585 


12,667 


1860 


1861 


7,272 


2,635 


74 


1,108 


991 


2 


12,082 


12,159 


'61 


'62 


6,484 


2,406 


54 


1,132 


1,011 


3 


11,090 


11,029 


'62 


'63 


3,95° 


2,410 


59 


1,163 


1,035 


1 


8,6 1 8 


8,649 


'63 


'64 


6,357 


2,385 


57 


1,198 


1,075 


4 


11,076 


10,739 


Total 

1841 1 


from"! 
o 1864 J 


155,208 


56,473 


1,319 


22,306 


20,345 


48 


255,769 


254,791 



In. order to account for the difference between the numbers 
entered in cols. 7 and 8, it must be explained, that the result shown 
in the former, is drawn from the reports completed to the end of six 
years after the men were drawn for the conscription, whereas col. 8 
is filled in with the numbers dispensed at the time at which the 
men were drawn. 
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XIX. — Exoneration. 

Whilst on one hand the State excludes, exempts, or dispenses 
from military service, all those who can substantiate their claims 
to exemption, under the law of the conscription, a man drawn for 
service can, also, on his part, free himself from the obligation, 
either by exoneration, by substitution, or by retnplaeement between 
relatives. 

Exoneration forms an entirely new principle, established under 
the law of the 26th April, 1855. The youths drawn for the 
annual contingent obtain exoneration from the service, by means of 
ready money payments to the Caisse de Dotation of the army; 
men to supply their places being provided by Government. This 
fund is managed by the caisse de depdts and de consignations, under 
the surveillance of a superior Commission, composed of fifteen 
members, whose functions are honorary ; and the payments are 
applied to replacing those exonerated, by means of the re-engagement 
of old soldiers, or by remplacements made under the direct authority 
of the administration. 

In thus partially substituting exoneration for remplacement, the 
law constituted exoneration the right of families, and made it an 
obligation on the part of the State, towards families, to exonerate 
youths in consideration of the payment of a fixed sum. The Minister 
of "War decrees every year, upon the advice of this Commission, the 
amount to be paid for exoneration. It varies from year to year; is 
higher in time of war than in peace, and depends both on the 
demand and the supply. Every person drawn as a conscript who 
wishes to be exonerated, declares it before the Council of Eevision ; 
and the money must be paid in within ten days following the 
closing of the operations of this council. At the expiration of 
this period, the Council of Revision meets for the last time in the 
chief place of the department, and pronounces exoneration on pre- 
sentation of receipts for payment. A soldier already under the 
colours may also obtain exoneration, if the authorities consent : he 
then pays in a sum proportioned to the length of service remaining 
to be performed, and the exoneration is pronounced by the Council 
of Administration. In both cases the person exonerated receives a 
certificate of exoneration. 

The following table will show the extent to which conscripts have, 
since the passing of the law of 1855, availed themselves of the power 
of purchasing exoneration, and the rates paid. I have also inserted 
the maximum, minimum, and average percentage of men of the con- 
tingent in the different departments of France, who purchased 
exoneration. It will be seen that the ratios vary considerably, and 
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if space permitted, a detailed table in. connection therewith would 
much assist in throwing light on the habits of people of different 
parts of the country. 



Date of 
Ministerial Decree 
Fixing the Bates 


Sum 
Fixed 

to 
Obtain 
Exone- 
ration. 


Class 
of the 
Year to 
which 
the 
Sum is 
appli- 
cable. 


In 

what 
Year 
to be 
Paid. 


Strength 

of the 

Contingent 

of 
the Year. 


Number 

of 
Exonera- 
tions 
Pronounced 


Proportion that 
the Exonerations bear to 

the Contingent 
in Different Departments. 


of 
Exoneration. 


by the 
Councils of 
Revision. 


Max- 
imum. 


Mini- 
mum. 


Average. 


21 Dec, 1855... 


fr. 

2,800 


1855 


1856 


140,000 


22,427 


Per cnt. 
31 


Per cnt. 
2 


Per cnt. 
16* 


6 Jan., '57... 


2,000 


'56 


'57 


100,000 


15,757 


35 


0-46 


16* 


3 Feb., '58.... 


i,8oo 


'57 


'58 


100,000 


17,974 


34 


3 


18* 


15 „ '59.... 


2,000 


'58 


'59 


140,000 


38,325 


48 


4 


27*37 


1 May, '60.... 


2,300 


'59 


'60 


100,000 


23,275 


45 


2 


22*76 


8 April, '61.... 


2,500 


'60 


'61 


100,000 


19,863 


41 


3 


19*86 


4 „ '62.... 


2,500 


'61 


'62 


100,000 


18,381 


35 


1 


18-38 


28 Feb., '63.... 


2,300 


'62 


'63 


100,000 


20,247 


41 


2 


20*24 


9 March, '64.... 


2,300 


'63 


'64 


1 00,000 


20,566 


40 


2 


20*56 


22 „ '65.... 


2,300 


'64 


'65 


100,000 


18,777 


36 


2 


18*77 


Total of con-"l 
scripts ex- > 
onerated .... J 


— 


— 


— 


— 


215,592 


— 


— 


— 



The effect of war in inducing the purchase of exoneration from 
military service, is shown in the above Table, from which it will be 
seen, that nearly one-third of the conscripts purchased exoneration 
in 1859, a year of war. In time of peace the purchases fell off. 
An inquiry in 1865, instituted by the Minister of "War, also 
brought to light the fact, that exoneration was obtained more 
largelv by the men composing the first part of the contingent, 
than by those of the second portion; these being willing to run 
the risk of being called on to join the army, rather than pay 
the large sum fixed as the price of their freedom from military 
service. The numbers of the second portion of the contingent who 
purchased their discharge in 1860, exceeded those in 1865 by 5,465. 
The cause of this diminution was the hope entertained by families, 
that the second portion of the 1859 contingent would be freed in 
1866, without having been called under the colours. In fact, that 
peace would be maintained. 

The following table will show the extent to which all the soldiers 
of the army have availed themselves, of the opening to obtain 
exoneration, during the time the law has been in force. 

VOl. XXX. PAJEMP II. S 
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Bates 
for each 
Year or 
Fraction 
of a 
Year's 
Service 
to be 
Com- 
pleted. 


Number of Soldiers who Purchased Exoneration for different periods. 


The 


Dates 

of Decrees 

filing Sates 

of 
Exoneration. 


Impe- 
rial 
Guard. 


Infantry, 

including 

Schools 

and 

Adminis- 
trative 

Services. 


Cavalry. 


Artil- 
lery. 


Engi- 
neers. 


Mili- 
tary 
Equi- 
pages. 


Gen- 
dar- 
merie. 


Marine 
Forces. 


Soldiers 
of tbe 
Reserve. 


Total 

in 
every 
year. 


Exone- 
rated 
Cal- 
culated 

at 
7 Years, 

are 
equal to 


28 Dec., 1855 

18 June, '56 

6 Jan., '57 

3 Feb., '58 
15 Feb., '59 

1 May, '60 

8 April, '61 

4 April, '62 
28 Feb., '63 

9 March, '64 
22 March, '65 


fr. 

500 1 

35°/ 

35° 

35° 

400 

500 

55° 

5So 

500 

500 

500 


110 

256 

229 

152 

283 

79 

42 

37 


1,716 

3,029 
3,136 
3,971 
3,701 
1,140 
759 
782 


831 

1,133 
801 

1,025 
670 
396 
339 
279 


287 

624 
325 
443 
809 
153 
107 
104 


82 

98 
77 
132 
198 
34 
17 
21 


91 

131 
57 

101 

94 

26 

9 

26 


2 

10 
12 

8 
18 

8 
10 

9 


149 

243 
398 
597 
296 
151 
156 
265 


91 

86 
205 


3,268 

5,524 
5,035 
6,429 
6,068 
2,078 
1,525 
1,728 
1,996 
1,619 


2,101 

3.887 

3.89J 
2,720 

1,075 

1,010 

1,049 

883 


Total number of} 
soldiers who f 
purchased f 
exoneration J 






















35.270 


— 



It should be observed that exoneration is purchased by soldiers 
for different periods of their service, varying from seven years down 
to a fraction of a year, which is reckoned as one year ; and the last 
column of the table shows how many complete periods of seven 
years' service, the total nnmber of exonerations purchased are equal 
to. Supposing seven soldiers, each of three years' service, purchase 
their discharge, the number are entered as three soldiers each of 
seven years. 

The law requires that an exact account be kept of the numbers 
annually exonerated, as also of those who take their places. This 
account is annually laid before the Emperor, and furnishes much 
useful information connected with the army. By the latest report 
the numbers admitted into the army in lieu of those who purchased 
exoneration are in excess of such exonerations. 

XX.— Substitution. 

Substitution, or exchange of numbers, as it formerly existed in 
France, is described as an arrangement by which a youth drawn 
by the conscription could pass from the first portion of the con- 
tingent to the second portion, which generally remained at home 
during the seven years' service that it owes to the State. Under 
the law of the 21st March, 1832, this exchange of numbers was 
allowed to take place — first, between all the youths of the same 
canton, but only up to the closing of the list of the contingent to 
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be supplied by this canton; secondly, after the closing of the 
cantonal contingent, between all the youths inscribed on this list, 
but only up to the date of the order of march of the registered 
young soldier. A subsequent law of 17th March, 1858, limited 
the exchange to " brothers, brothers-in-law, and kindred up to the 
" sixth degree, associated in the drawing of the same class, and in 
" the same canton." The present act of substitution is received by 
the Prefet in the Council of Revision. A substitute present with 
his corps, or dying in the service, exempts his brother from service, 
which is not the case with a remplacant. Substitution is, however, 
permitted only if the substitute is passed by the Council of 
Eevision as fit for the service, as respects height and bodily health. 
There is this difference between a substitute and a remplagant, 
that substitution does not entail any responsibility on the person 
exchanging, in case of the desertion of the one who takes his place 
in the army ; as was the case under the system of individual 
remplacement. The number of substitutions was always very 
limited, and the law of 1858 has very much diminished them. The 
numbers are shown in the table given under the next subdivision. 

XXI. — ^emplacement. 

In most countries of which the military organisation is based on 
forced recruiting, the citizens drawn for service have the power of 
getting others to take their places, either in virtue of a private 
contract, or by the intervention of the State. 

This practice had to a certain extent obtained in France up to 
the time of the Convention (1793) ; when all Prance was put under 
arms, no exoneration or remplacement being admitted. The law of 
19th Fructidor, An VI, made no mention of remplacement. It 
was authorised two years subsequently, in two cases only ; when the 
health of the conscript rendered it necessary, and when the con- 
tinuation of his studies offered more chances of real utility than 
the military service he was called on to render. A law, passed in 
the year XI, permitted youths drawn by lot to get their places 
supplied by conscripts of the same class or of classes already 
called, not drawn by lot, or drawn for the reserve ; the person whose 
place is supplied, then placing himself in the position of his 
substitute. 

The power of remplacement was enlarged and sanctioned 
successively by laws of the years XIII, 1818, and 1832. The 
great extent to which this exchange, on the part of men drawn as 
conscripts was carried, will be illustrated by the following table, 
which shows that a large proportion of the soldiers of France 
formerly consisted of men who enter the service for bounty 
money : — 

s2 
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Return of the Remplagants Serving in the Army on 1st January of each Year, showing 

how Admitted. 



On the 
1st 

January 
of the 
Years 


Admitted by 

the 

Conseils of Revision. 


Admitted by the Corps. 


Admitted by 

the Special Commissions 

for Administrative 

Remplacements. 


Total Remplacements. 


Men 
who had 
already 
Served. 


Men 
who had 

not 
Served. 


Total. 


Men 
who had 

already 
Served. 


Men 
who had 

not 
Served. 


Total. 


Men 
who had 

already 
Served. 


Men 

who had 

not 
Served. 


Total. 


Men 
who had 

already 
Served. 


Men 
who had 

not 
Served. 


Total. 


1843.... 
'44.... 
'45.... 
'46.... 

'47.... 
'48.... 
'49.... 

1850.... 
'51.... 
'52.... 
'53.... 
'54.... 
'55.... 
'56.... 
'57.... 
'58.... 
'59.... 

I860.... 
'61.... 
'62.... 
'63.... 

'64.... 
'65.... 


19,079 

17.393 
20,692 
21,698 
24,066 
24,426 
28,968 

28,442 
26,681 

27.74 1 
26,605 

25,677 
38,95i 
34,473 
24.329 
14,870 
10,518 

12,338 

4.797 

*,527 

823 

327 

312 


49,588 
43,477 
40,052 
46,634 
44,459 
49,909 
59,785 

54,981 
49,838 
48,672 
44,285 
41,128 
60,384 
57,019 
44,180 
19,811 
15,510 

17,019 
6,725 
1,818 
1,179 
1,210 
971 


68,667 
60,870 
60,744 
68,332 
70,525 
74,435 
88,753 

83.423 
76,519 
76,413 
70,890 
66,805 

99,335 
91,492 
68,509 

34.690 

36,028 

29.357 
11,522 

3,345 
2,002 
i,537 
1,283 


12,026 
10,266 
9.326 
9.692 
10,880 
10,920 
",643 

12,092 
11498 
12,583 
11,704 
12,878 
14.683 
17,580 
12,190 
7,642 
5,96o 

5,900 
2,762 
829 
372 
297 
209 


5,179 
4,809 
4,277 
4,735 
4,326 
4,091 
4,664 

5,123 
4,657 
4,406 
5,036 
3,970 
5,688 
9,092 
6,611 
3,522 
2,949 

3,888 
1,835 
562 
305 
273 
204 


17,205 
15.075 
•3.6o3 
14427 
15,206 
15,011 
16,307 

17.215 
• 6,155 
17,049 
16,740 
16,848 
20,371 
26,672 
18,801 
11,164 
8,909 

9,788 

4,597 

i,39i 

677 

570 

413 


1,624 

3,059 
21,566 

5.357 
5.505 
5.36o 


5,895 
13,084 

4,864 
28,469 
34,012 
40,416 


7,519 
16,143 
26,430 
33,826 
39,517 
45,776 


31.105 

27.659 
30,0l8 
3L390 
34.946 
35.346 
40,611 

40,534 
38,179 
40,324 
38,309 
38,555 
53.634 
52,083 

36,5I9 
22,521 
16,478 

19,862 

10,618 

23,922 

6,552 

6,129 

5.881 


54,767 
48,286 
44,329 
51,369 
50,785 
54,000 
64,449 

60,104 
54,495 
53,138 
49,321 
45,098 
66,072 
66,111 
50,791 
23,333 
18,459 

26,802 
21,644 
7,244 
29,953 
35,495 
41,591 


85,872 
75.945 
74.347 
82,759 
85,731 
89,346 
105,060 

100,638 
92,874 
93,462 
87,630 

83,653 
119,706 
118,164 
87,310 
45,854 
34.937 

46,664 
32,262 
* 31,166 
36,506 
41,624 
47,472 



* The total under 1844 is 75,845 in the Service Return, and for 1862 it is 31,168. 



The law of 1832, only part of which is now in force, organised a 
multiform system of guarantees in regard to the remplagant. Every 
precaution was taken to prevent the admission of unfit men into the 
army under this designation. The .conditions laid down were strin- 
gent as to the character and physical fitness of the men offering to 
serve. The associations formed as agencies to obtain for private 
families the means of freeing their sons from the conscription, were 
all licensed by Government, and kept strictly under the control of 
the authorities ; but all without avail. Men of such a description 
were passed into the army, that the corps in which they served 
forced them to desert. They were as a class despised, being dis- 
liked by officers and men, and known in the service as the " sold." 
families were also exposed to serious pecuniary losses and trouble, 
from having to provide remplacants in room of their sons drawn as 
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conscripts, and to continue responsible for these men for some time 
after they entered the service. Thus, they were often obliged to 
pay several remplagants successively, consequent on desertion, fraud, 
incapacity, and mistaken identity. Companies existed for the 
purpose of providing families with remplagants ; but their opera- 
tions were far from working satisfactorily. As a whole, the system 
was continually denounced in the legislative bodies, and in works 
on the army ; and various changes were frequently urged. 

In order to remedy all these evils the law of the 26th April, 
1855, was passed by the legislature. 

This law substituted for the general power of remplacement, 
permitted by the laws of 1818 and 1832, exoneration from service. 
It authorised the State to exonerate men drawn as conscripts, and 
soldiers under the colours, on payment of certain amounts, fixed 
by the State from time to time, and established the system of admi- 
nistrative remplacement, that is, of Government providing men to 
replace those who purchased exoneration, to fill up the vacancies 
thus caused. These monies were required to be paid into the Army 
Dotation Fund, to be employed for the purpose of inducing men to 
enter the service, and soldiers still under the colours, or those who 
had left the army, to prolong their service, or re-engage. The law 
authorised the payment by Government of bounties and allowances 
out of the fund, to these men, both whilst in the service, and on 
discharge. It also restrained the remplacements within same limits 
as substitution, restricting remplacement, by private agreement, to 
brothers, brothers-in-law, and relatives, up to the fourth degree. 
The table below details the number of remplagants admitted into 
the army, in each year from 1843. It shows that in time of war, 
or apprehension of war, as in 1848 and 1854, the men of France 
desire to be freed from service in the field. In these two years the 
remplagants largely increased in numbers : but the number of old 
soldiers who usually gave their services in lieu of conscripts for 
money, fell oft 7 The last year of the existence of the system of in- 
dividual remplacement was 1855, when the remplagants numbered 
16,173. The number of remplagants admitted by the councils of 
revision in 1856, was only 404, against 16,173 in 1855 ; and Govern- 
ment did not introduce any of this class. The substitutes, on the 
other hand, who, in 1855, were only 718, numbered 1,286 in 1856. 
This was attributed to the intrigues of the old agencies of remplace- 
ment, which succeeded, in order to compensate for the restriction 
of remplacants, in increasing the number of substitutions. 

In 1857 the number of remplagants admitted by the Councils of 
Eevision was only 254; but the number of substitutes was 2,544, 
in consequence of the intrigues of the agencies of remplacement. 

The number of remplagants admitted by the Councils of Eevision 
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in 1858 was 487, against 254 in the previous year; an augmentation 
which is attributable to an extension of the power of remplacement 
to relations in the fifth and sixth degrees, under the law of 17th 
March, 1858. But the number of substitutes was brought down to 
44 ; the above law, restricting substitution within the same limits as 
r emplacements, having had the eiFect of putting an end to the abuses 
that had prevailed. 

In 1859 the number of remplacants admitted by the councils of 
revision was 598 ; and the number of substitutes continued to 
diminish, under the influence of the law of 17th March, 1858, 
being only 1 1 in 1859. 

Since 1859, the number of remplacants and substitutes admitted 
by the Councils of Eevision, have both been small, as will be seen 
by the following table : — 

Return of the Number of Substitutes and Remplacements Admitted by the 
Gonseils of Revision during each Year as below, under Articles 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24, of the Law of 21st March, 1832, and under 
the Laws of 26th April, 1855, and 17th March, 1858. 



Years. 


Remplacements. 


Substitutes. 


Total. 


.Number of 
Remplacants who 

had 
Previously Served. 


1843 


16,333 
15-389 
16,244 

17,801 
20,446 
15.674 

14,667 

i5>°34 
15,086 

15.647 
20,693 

16,173 
404 

254 
487 
598 

416 

354 
33° 
4*3 

328 


1,506 

',35° 
1,448 

i,859 

800 

i,376 

1,264 
',449 
1.597 
i>5'5 
921 
718 
1,286 

2,544 
45 
11 

38 
3' 
H 
36 
43 


17,839 
16,739 
17,692 

19,660 
21,246 
17,050 

15,931 

16,483 

16,683 

17,162 

21,614 

1,689 

1,690 

2,798 

531 

609 

454 
385 
344 
459 
371 


5,974 
5,265 
5,°75 


'44 


•45 


'46 


'47 


5,o97 

3,7o8 

1,0438 

9,811 

4,9i3 
5,o8o 

5,582 
5,835 
2,689 


'48 


'49 


1850 


'51 


'52 


'53 


'54 


'55 


•56 


'57 




'58 




'59 




I860 




'61 




'62 




'63 




'64 









In 1859, the breaking out of the war with Italy having caused 
the contingent to be raised to 140,000 men, no less than 38,325, 
conscripts obtained exoneration by paying to the Army Dotation 
Fund, the sum fixed by the Government to secure exemption from 
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military service. The secession of so large a number of conscripts, 
out of all proportion to preceding years, combined with the 
insufficient number of soldiers re-engaging and of voluntary en- 
listers, induced the Government of France to have recourse to the 
means of recruiting authorised by article 15 of the law of the 26th 
April, 1855, by establishing the system of remplacements under the 
direct management of the administration. Agreeably to the advice 
of the superior Commission of the Army Dotation Fund, a decree of 
the 3rd May, 1859, authorised the admission of administrative 
remplagants for periods of service from three to seven years. 

Individual remplacement was thus almost entirely superseded by 
administrative remplacement. Whenever the number of re-engage- 
ments and voluntary engagements is found to be inferior to that 
of exonerations, the minister of war authorises administrative 
remplacements, and fixes the price to be paid for them. 

The Minister of War also decrees the number of remplagants to 
be furnished by each department, and the commission of invalid 
leave, (the Conge de Reforme) examines the men who propose 
themselves, and has them inscribed at the mayor's office. Every man 
accepted receives a copy of the act of remplacement prepared by 
the sous-intendant, and a part of the price fixed for the remplacement ; 
the rest is given to him at the expiration of his engagement. 

XXII. — Army Dotation Fund ; or, Gaisse de Dotation. 

The law of 26th April, 1855, which created an Army Dotation 
Fund, under the control and superintendence of the State, and 
brought about a most important change in the French military 
system, and is reported by some to work satisfactorily, but by other 
authorities viewed in an unfavourable light. 

Under the new system, from the moment exoneration is pro- 
nounced, the responsibility of families ceases. The liberation of the 
conscript is immediate, and definitive ; and, on the other hand, the 
condition of soldiers who re-engage to supply the places of exonerated 
men, is greatly ameliorated, by their being treated as old soldiers. 
They are kept in the army, because their former military service 
has been good, and on re-engaging they receive from the State fixed 
portions of the bounty-money allowed for re-engaging, additional 
pay whilst serving, and finally, on discharge, further bounties, and 
even pensions. They are secured from the losses they might have 
sustained, had they been allowed to enter into private arrangements 
for serving as remplagants ; and, at the same time, the State is bene- 
fited by keeping in the service, or bringing back under the colours, 
a great number of old soldiers, in the prime of life, attached to 
the service, well-disciplined, instructed, seasoned. 

The rates to be paid by families to the State for the 
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exoneration of conscripts, as also the bounties to be paid by the 
State to men engaging as administrative remplagants, and to 
soldiers re-engaging or re-enlisting, vary year by year ; being fixed 
by decree of the minister of war, on the recommendation of 
the superior commission appointed to preside over, and report 
annually on the operations of the Army Dotation Fund. The 
amounts to be contributed by soldiers under the colours to obtain 
discharge, vary according to the length of service to be completed. 

The rates for exoneration have been frequently altered, being 
increased or diminished according to the necessities of the State. 
The amount to be paid by a conscript in the time of the war in the 
Crimea, was fixed (in 1855) at 2,800 frs., which continued in force 
during 1856. This was the first rate under the law of 1855, and 
was reported to be considerably below the amount paid by families 
when they obtained their own remplagants. It was lowered in 1857 
to 2,000 frs., and in 1858 further to 1,800 frs., increased in 1859, on 
account of the Italian war, to 2,000 frs., in 1860 to 2,300 frs., and 
still further in 1861 and 1862 to 2,500 frs., but again lowered in 
1863, 1864, and 1865, to 2,300 frs. 

The amounts to be paid by soldiers to obtain exoneration from 
further military service, have also varied considerably during the ten 
years from 1855 to 1865. During five years of this period — 1856, 
1860, 1863, 1864, and 1865 — the sum of 500 frs. was paid for each 
year of military service remaining to be completed. During the 
two years 1857 and 1858, the sum was lowered to 350 frs., but raised 
in 1859 to 400 frs., and in 1861 and 1862 to 550 frs. These rates, 
calculated on seven years' service, which the soldier has to complete, 
raise the total cost of a soldier's exoneration considerably beyond the 
amount paid by the conscript. A seven years' soldier purchasing his 
discharge in 1861 and 1862 would have had to pay 3,850 frs., against 
2,500 frs. required from a conscript. The lowest amount to be paid 
by a soldier during the period was 2,450 frs., against 1,800 frs. by 
the conscript. 

The sums paid by the State as bounties to soldiers re-engaging, 
both before and after discharge, as also the bounty paid for admini- 
strative remplacants, have, during the same period of ten years, 
varied year by year. The payment of these bounties has also 
been made in different instalments. 

In 1856, the first year of the new system, the sum of 2,300 frs. 
was fixed as the bounty to soldiers re-engaging for Beven years, 
either before discharge or within a certain period after liberation. 
This sum was to be issued in three instalments, one of 700 frs. 
immediately on re-engaging, or on being incorporated with the army, 
a second of 300 frs. during the service and the last of 1,000 frs. on 
discharge. 
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Soldiers re-engaging for less than seven years, were to receive 
for each year of service an annuity of 230 frs., to be paid on dis- 
charge. 

In the years 1857 and 1858, the bounty was fixed at 1,500 frs. 
for seven years' service, and the annuity for periods less than seven 
years at 150 frs. The decree of 3rd May, 1859, granted to all rem- 
placants of seven years' contracted service, the bounty of 2,000 frs., 
one half payable at the time of engagement, and the other half on 
definitive liberation from the service ; and to remplagants of less than 
seven years, a sum of 260 frs. for each year which they agreed to 
serve, payable likewise in two parts, one half yearly, and the other 
half on discharge. The distribution of these amounts is not stated. 

In 1861 , 1862, and 1863, the bounty to soldiers re-engaging, and 
remplagants, was fixed at 2,200 frs., of which 1,000 was paid down at 
once, and 1,200 on discharge. The annuity for less than seven 
years was fixed at 3106-3., of which 140 was to be paid yearly, and 
170 on discharge. 

In 1864 and 1865, the bounty was fixed at 2,300 frs., of which 
1,000 was paid down at once, and 1,300 on discharge. The annuity 
for periods less than seven years, was fixed at 320 frs. ; of which 1 40 
was paid yearly, and 180 on discharge. Soldiers re-engaging are 
also entitled to extra pay of 10 centimes a-day, entirely independent 
of the extra pay of long service and stripes. After fourteen years' 
service, they have a right to extra pay of 20 centimes, but no bounty 
is given. The whole bounty of re-engagement is paid over to the 
families of men invalided, or killed in consequence of events of war. 

Vast amounts have been distributed under these various heads, 
and the number of soldiers who have received these monies will 
be seen to be large. During the ten years, from 1855 to 1865, 
there were 125,299 soldiers, of less than fourteen years' service, who 
re-engaged either before or after discharge, receiving 170,232,209 
frs. ; and the amount calculated to be payable to these men during 
the ten years following, was 120,382,613 frs.; making a total of 
290,614,822 frs. The sums paid for 55,101 administrative remplace- 
ments during the same period amounted to 57,402,449 frs., and for 
the seven years following the sum of 63,595,591 frs. was calculated 
as payable ; making a total of 120,998,040 frs. 

In addition to the above sums, there were, between 1856 and 
1865, further payments made in the form of service-pay to soldiers, 
amounting to 34,626,030 frs. ; and the amount payable under this 
head, between 1865 and 1875, was estimated at 27,269,989 frs. The 
total amount actually paid from the Army Dotation JFund up to 
1865, was 262,260,688 frs. ; and the sum estimated as payable within 
the ten years after 1865, was 211,248,193 frs. ; making a grand total 
of 473,508,881 frs. paid to 180,400 soldiers and remplagants. 
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This is all I can here state regarding this remarkable fund. It 
would require a separate paper to describe all its working. 

XXIII. — formation, Apportionment, and, Division of the Annual 

Contingent. 

The mode of obtaining soldiers under the conscription, for the 
annual contingent, having been fully explained, the following details 
will complete the subject. 

The strength of the annual contingent, is every year fixed by 
law. It is drawn by lot out of the youths who have completed 
the age of 20 years, during the course of and up to the 31st 
December the preceding 3 r ear, these youths are called the " class of 
" that year." The apportionment of the contingent amongst depart- 
ments and cantons — which, up to 1830, was made in proportion to 
the population, and from 1831 to 1835 in proportion to the average 
number of youths inscribed upon the drawing lists of a certain 
number of preceding years — is now made, by Imperial decree, in 
proportion to the number of youths inscribed upon the drawing 
lists of the year. Thus, in 1857, the number inscribed on the lists 
being 295,309, and the strength of the contingent being 100,000, 
the proportion of contingent to be supplied by each department 
was calculated at 33-868 per cent, of the numbers inscribed. For 
the 1856 contingent the proportion was 32 - i7i6 per cent. 

The proportion of the contingent imposed upon each canton, is 
required to be furnished whenever possible : and, in order to 
prevent any escape from the obligation, a very strict account is taken 
of the youths belonging to each canton. Under article 6 of the law 
of 21st March, 1832, the following are considered as legally 
domiciled in the canton : — 1st, all the youths, even those emanci- 
pated, established out of the canton, abroad, absent or in prison, 
whose father, mother, or guardian are domiciled in any one of the 
communes contained in the canton ; 2nd, the married youths whose 
father, or (in default of father) mother, is domiciled in the canton, 
unless they can prove themselves to be really domiciled in another 
canton; 3rd, the youths married and domiciled in the canton, 
even although their father or mother are not domiciled there ; 4th, 
the youths residing in the canton, who have neither father, mother, 
nor guardian ; 5th, the youths residing in the canton who are not in 
any of the preceding cases, but who cannot show themselves to be 
inscribed in any other canton. 

By a circular of the Minister of War, of 1st April, 1837, found- 
lings brought up in an hospital have their legal domicile in the com- 
mune in which the hospital is situated ; but, when they obtain their 
majority, they are to be inscribed in the canton where they reside, 
and take part in the drawing. 
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Immediately on the contingent being definitively settled by the 
Councils of Revision, the whole of the men are apportioned to the 
different arms of the service by the Minister of War, who decides 
as to the numbers according to the requirements of the service and 
the fitness of the men for the particular arms or branches of the 
army. The whole are immediately registered, and are then under 
the control or surveillance of the general officer commanding in the 
respective departments, and of the officers commanding the recruit- 
ing depots. 

The contingent is divided into two portions, by decree of the 
War Minister. The first portion is called into active service imme- 
diately, whilst the second portion is, except on occasions of 
emergency, left at home, forming part of the reserve, and only 
subjected to short periods of training. The whole available or 
effective force of the contingent of the year has been called out, 
at once, on five occasions : in 1849, 1854, 1855, 1856, and 1859. 
The second portions of contingents of previous years were also 
called out in 1849 and 1854, after being left in their homes for 
some time. 

The above remarks apply generally to the land forces, but a 
portion of the men drawn as conscripts for the annual contingent, 
are drafted into the marine forces. 

The Minister of Marine annually obtains from the War Minister 
such a portion of the year's contingent, as may be necessary to 
complete the marine forces up to their fixed establishment. 

The marine forces comprise two bodies, constituted like the 
corresponding corps of the land army : viz., the marine infantry, 
consisting of four regiments of thirty companies, either in activity 
or in depot, and the marine artillery, which comprises twenty-five 
batteries, and six companies of artificers. Both these corps have 
varied in strength from time to time. The apportionment between 
the several corps of the marines, of the men supplied out of the 
annual contingent, is made by the Marine Department. 

The maritime forces comprise, in addition to the marine forces, 
the combatants of the fleet, and the non-combatants attached 
thereto ; and in order to obtain these, the class of men in France 
fitted for sea-service, are inscribed on a separate list, for the mari- 
time conscription. Prom that list the sailors for the fleet are drawn ; 
and as all the youths of France are inscribed on the general list for 
the military conscription, all men inscribed on the maritime list are 
annually " dispensed " from military service, if they should happen 
to be drawn for the army contingent of the year. These men take 
the chance of being drawn for service in the navy. 

The following table shows for a series of twenty-eight years the 
number of conscripts out of the annual contingent, who in each year 
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actually joined the land and marine forces respectively, and were 
incorporated with these corps. 



Contingent 


Conscripts Drafted into 


Contingent 

of 
what Tear. 


Conscripts Drafted into 


of 
what Year. 


Marines. 


Land 
Army. 


Total. 


Marines. 


Land 
Army. 


Total. 


1837 


3,936 


62,979 


66,915 


1851 


2,067 


53,023 


55,090 


'38 


2,609 


61,298 


63,907 


'52 


7,391 


47,602 


54,993 


'39 


3,420 


£9,934 


63,354 


'53 


7,939 


48.250 


56,180 


'40 


11,421 


5>> 6 °7 


63,028 


'54 


7,747 


101,980 


109,727 


'41 


5,614 


55.25' 


61,865 


'55 


5,109 


103,106 


108,216 


'42 


2,569 


54.948 


57,517 


'56 


5,153 


82,070 


87,223 


'43 


3,811 


35.124 


38,935 


'57 


2,207 


64,258 


66,465 


'44 


3,947 


53.494 


57,441 


'58 


5,612 


57,358 


62,970 


'45 


2,238 


59.132 


61,370 


'59 


5,479 


73.258 


78,737 


'46 


7,047 


48,917 


55,964 


'60 


4,994 


24,98 1 


29,975 


'47 


6,227 


47,064 


53,291 


'61 


6,649 


22,496 


29,145 


'48 


— 


59.302 


59,302 


'62 


7,421 


21,938 


29,359 


'49 


— 


21,867 


21,867 


'63 


6,346 


21,501 


27,847 


'50 ,.,, 


1,530 


54.226 


55,756 


'64 


6,042 


20,931 


26,973 



It will be seen from the above table, that the number of con- 
scripts drafted into both services, has during the past five years been 
small ; fewer, as far as I can ascertain, than in any other year since 
1818. At no time during the present century has the conscription 
borne so lightly as during the last five years on the population of 
France, as far as regards the number of men drafted into the army. 
Even after deducting the average number who purchased exonera- 
tion, it will be seen, judging from the strength of the contingent, 
that those left available in their homes, exceeded the number drafted 
into the army. 

XXIV. — Calling Out the Second Portion of the Contingents, 
incorporated with the Seserve. 

During the past twenty-four years, the Government of France 
has twice been under the necessity of calling out the second portions 
of the contingents belonging to the classes of prior years, several 
years after the conscripts had been left in their homes. 

The Eevolution of February, 1848, having necessitated an 
increase of the military forces, it was found requisite, before even 
putting en route the contingent of the class of 1847, to call into 
active service such portions of the contingents of the preceding five 
years' classes (1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1846) as remained dis- 
posable. The conscripts of these years, who had not been called 
out, amounted to a total of 99,360, who were divided among 
corps of the land and marine forces. The putting en route of these 
men was carried out, as regards the classes of 1845 and 1846, from 
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the 15th to the 20th April, 1848 ; and for the classes of 1842, 1843, 
1844, from the 1st to the 25th May, 1848. In order as far as 
possible to soften the hardship of this extensive and unexpected 
call into active service, Government allowed all the young married 
men of the classes of 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1846, comprised 
in this call, to remain in their homes. Moreover, the special 
recruiting councils established in the chief places of each depart- 
ment, allowed those young men of the classes of 1842, 1843, and 
1844, who were indispensable to the support of their families, to 
remain at home. This made a reduction of 2 per cent, in the 
respective contingents of the three classes in question. 

Again, in 1854, the Government drew out the reserves left in 
their homes of the contingents belonging to the classes of 1849, 1850, 
1851, 1852. The number of men comprised by these reserves 
amounted to 158,000, who were appropriated to the land forces, and 
apportioned amongst the] corps of the army, as follows. The call 
was very large, and was in addition to the contingent of the year : — 

Infantry 110,260 

Cavalry 33.216 

Artillery 9,637 

Engineers 2,598 

Military equipages 2,789 

Total 158,500 

The putting en route of these men took place, for the class 
of 1852, from the 5th to the 10th February, 1854 ; for the class of 
1851, from the 20th to the 25th of the same month; and for 
the classes of 1849 and 1850, from the 25th to the 30th March 
following. As on the previous occasion, the War Administration 
endeavoured to keep in view the interests of families equally with 
those of the State, and ordered that all the married men of the 
reserves who were not at once able to obtain a remplagant, should be 
left in their homes for some months, in order to enable them 
to arrange for their exchange or settle their affairs. 

XXV. — The Futility m Motion of the Contingent. 

When the division of the contingent has taken place by decree 
of the Councils of Revision, the General commanding in the depart- 
ment, assisted by the Commandant of the recruiting depdt,- allots 
those drawn to the different corps, according to their size, physical 
aptitude, and profession. In France they do not endeavour, as in 
Germany, to group, in the same regiment, the soldiers who come 
from the same province and department. 
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When this allotment Las been made, a route order is addressed 
to the home of the young soldier comprised in the first portion of 
the contingent, timed so that he may have three whole days to 
prepare for departure. Furnished with this order he proceeds to 
the chief place of the department, and there passes the review of 
departure, in which, if necessary, the allotments made to the 
different arms are revised, and a reprieve of departure is granted 
to the sick or convalescent. Within the twenty-four hours which 
follow this review, the young soldiers are sent off to join their corps. 

The orders for the march of the young conscripts are generally 
issued in the autumn of the year in which they are enrolled. Their 
discharge is often given, or rather, their return to their homes 
is authorised, before the completion of the seventh year of service ; 
so that six years' absence from home may be taken as the average 
period, and is often shorter. 

XXVI. — Varying Strength of the Contingent. 

From 1816 up to 1823 the strength of the annual contingent 
was only 40,000 men ; in the latter year it was raised to 60,000, 
and in 1830 to 80,000. In the year 1854, in consequence of the war 
in the Crimea, the contingent, which had up to this year continued 
to be fixed at 80,000, was again raised to 140,000 men, and the 
same number was called for in 1855 and 1856. In 1857 the number 
was lowered to 100,000, and by the laws of 27th June, 1857, and 
24th March, 1858, it was maintained at the same strength for each of 
these years. On account of the war in, Italy, the contingents of the 
classes of 1858 and 1859 were again raised to 1 40,000 men ; but peace 
was made in time to allow of the contingent for 1860 out of the 
1859 class being reduced to 100,000 men. This same strength of 
contingent has been maintained in subsequent years. 

In 1860, on the annexation of Nice and Savoy, the contingent 
drawn from the population was fixed at 2,324, out of 6,856 youths 
who were ascertained to have completed their twentieth year of age 
on or before the 31st December, 1859. The total contingent of all 
France, including Nice and Savoy, was in 1860 fixed at 102,234. 
It would be interesting to trace out the proportion ol the conscripts 
of this new territory, who were disqualified for service by want of 
height or ill health, as compared with the French conscripts ; but 
space does not permit. 

XXVII.— Proportion of Military Strength and Contingent to 
Population. 

In 1832, when the annual contingent was fixed at 80,000, there 
was nominally, for the aggregate of seven years' classes, a total 
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•of 560,000 men ; but, after deducting the non-valides or unfit 
men, the number was really reduced to about 500,000, being a pro- 
portion of about -sjth of the population. If the same proportion 
were maintained with the present population of 37 millions, the 
aggregate number of fit men obtained from the classes of seven 
years would be 578,125; not very far from the number (600,000) 
considered by competent men indispensable to secure the honour of 
the country, and maintain security at all points. It does not 
appear, however, that the seven classes supply this number (600,000) 
even with contingents of 100,000. Since 1832 the number of non- 
valides has increased, so that a contingent of 100,000 men gives 
only 72,000, or for seven classes about 504,000 soldiers. 

Owing to the varying strength of the contingents at different 
periods, the demands for men for the army have been very unequal. 
In 1821, with a contingent of 40,000 and a population of 30 millions, 
the ratio was about 1,300 of contingent for every million. In 
1832, with a contingent of 60,000 and a population of 32 millions, 
the ratio was 1,800 to each million. In 1841, with a contingent of 
80,000 and a population of 34 millions, the ratio was 2,400 to each 
million. In 1854, with a contingent of 140,000 and a population of 
3 5 millions, the ratio was 4,000 to every million. In 1860, with a 
population of 36 millions and a contingent of 140,000, the ratio was 
3,900 to each million. At present the ratio is 2,700 to each million; 
the population being 38 millions and the contingent 100,000. 

The variations in the proportions per cent, which the strength 
of the contingent in each year, for a series of years, bears to the 
total number of youths inscribed on the census lists, are shown in 
the following table : — 



For what Year's 
Contingent. 


Proportion 
per Cent, of Strength 

of Contingent 
to Youths Inscribed. 


For what Year's 
Contingent. 


Proportion 
per Cent, of Strength 

of Contingent 
to Youths Inscribea. 


1847 


25"99 

26-2135 

26-160? 

26-2647 

26-13 

25-6622 

27-0000 

46-3688 

45'57*« 


1856 


43-9014 
32-1716 
33-8628 
45-7601 

32-5807* 
3 1 '9822 
3 1 -061 1 
30-9187 
30-7230 


'48 


'57 


'49 


'58 




'59 


1850 ....„ 

'51 


1860 


'52 


'61 


'53 


'62 


'54 


♦63 


'55 


'64 ..,. 






* This proportion was taken foi 


the Nice and Save 


y contingent. 
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XXVIII. — Composition, and Training of the Beserve. 

In France the reserve force, as generally understood, consists 
primarily of the youths drawn by lot, who form the second portion 
of the annual contingent, but are left provisionally in their homes 
Secondly, of soldiers on renewable leave of absence, and sent home 
in anticipation of the expiration of their seven years' service ; and 
finally, of the National Guard. 

The Commandant of the recruiting dep6t of each department 
prepares the list of those belonging to this body comprised of the 
conscripts left in their homes, also of the old soldiers, and preserves 
their traces. The reserve remain under the orders of the general at 
the head of the territorial division to which they belong, who has 
the power of calling them out. Until lately, however, such an 
assemblage was rare and almost useless; so that this portion of 
the reserve was considered to be ill-trained, indeed almost unin- 
structed. 

Since 1860, an attempt to organise and discipline the reserve has 
been made, and, in spite of some inconveniences, there has been con- 
siderable progress made. At present the men of the reserve belonging 
to the infantry and engineers, are assembled the first year, between the 
1st October and 1st April, in the dep6t of instruction of the chief place 
of the department, and are there exercised for three months. In the 
second year they are called out for two months, and the third year 
for one month. After that they are only subject to half yearly calls 
for muster. Those destined for the cavalry and artillery are attached 
to the nearest corps of their arm. Thus, the men of the reserve, 
even the infantry, receive their military instruction from different 
regiments, by reason of the perpetual changes of garrison in Prance, 
It has not been thought advisable to incorporate them with the 
depdt where they are assembled, nor even to charge the dep6t with 
the duty of clothing, equipping, and arming them ; this devolves on 
the commandant of the recruiting dep6t, who has a special magazine 
at command, and causes the articles of equipment to be returned into 
store when the men return to their homes. Some few articles are con- 
fided to their care, but only strict necessaries, which they are bound 
to produce, or else are punished, and have to pay the value. During 
the time of their military instruction — which consists specially, for 
the infantry, of the use of arms and marching, for cavalry, of travail 
individuel, and the handling of the musket and sabre, and for the 
artillery, in the working of ordnance — the men of the reserve are 
looked after by the corps to which they are attached, but the 
expenditure for them is accounted for separately. It is especially 
recommended that they should be treated with gentleness and 
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patience, with a view to give them pleasant recollections of military 
life ; in order, say the ministerial instructions, that if their country 
should one day require their services, they may return to the colours 
with the more readiness. 

This new system of training the reserve, ip, however, described 
as having the inconvenience of multiplying the movements of soldiers 
and increasing the attendant expenses : it also throws on the 
Major of each regiment, who is already fully occupied, an increase 
of work and responsibility disproportioned to the time remaining at 
his disposal, and the authority of his rank. Its principal advantage 
is stated to be in giving a degree of ensemble and military spirit to 
the men of the reserve, by assembling them in considerable groups, 
in the midst of troops already trained. On the whole, this system 
has been stated to work well during the first three months of 1861 
and the first two months of 1862, for the second portion of the 
contingent of 1859, with whom it began ; and during the months 
of October, November, and December, 1861, for the second portion 
of the contingent of the class of 1860. 

From all I have read, I confess I am not favourably impressed 
with the arrangements connected with the French reserve ; but it 
would require a personal knowledge of the working to justify any 
criticism. I am inclined to think that, as so often occurs in the 
case of reserves, the system cannot work well, unless very efficiently 
administered. A good administration of the reserve would, how- 
ever, entail an expenditure nearly equal to that for the regular army, 
which is never willingly incurred. 

The strength of the French reserve varies considerably. In time 
of profound peace, when the army is kept at a low establishment, and 
casualties are lessened, the reserve is raised to a great force, by the 
conscripts forming the year's contingent being left in their homes in 
considerable numbers. In time of war, on the contrary, the reserve 
is heavily drawn on, indeed sometimes exhausted, by the whole con- 
tingent of the year, as well as the reserve, being at once drafted into 
the army. In 1849, and during the war with Eussia in 1855, rs also 
in 1859 in the Italian war, the reserve was entirely used up. After 
a great war, the pressure is considerably increased for a time, by 
soldiers being transferred from the active army to the reserve, before 
the expiration of their period of service. After several years of 
peace, the strength of the reserve is great. At present it must be 
stronger than it has ever before been. 

The following table will show the strength of the reserve in 
France for a series of years. I wish I had space to show the years 
severally in which these men are entitled to be freed. 

VOL. XXX. TAEX II. T 
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Soldiers 


Conscripts 
who 


Strength 


Struck Off 
Army and 


Total 


On Leave 


Total 


1st January 


who had 


had not heen 


of 


not 




from 


actually in 




Served. 


under 
the Colours. 


Reserve. 


brought on 
Reserve. 


Struck Off. 


Army. 


Reserve. 


1843 


5,031 


42,890 


47,921 




47,921 


_ 


47,921 


'44 


35,900 


36,038 


71,938 


— 


71.938 


— 


71,938 


'45 


37,513 


5 I »993 


89,506 


— 


89,506 


10,090 


99,596 


'46 


11,569 


7i>300 


82,869 


— 


82,869 


— 


82,869 


'47 


74 


80,375 


80,449 


— 


80,449 


— 


80,449 


'48 


49 


86,263 


86,312 


— 


86,312 


— ■ 


86,312 


'49 


1,038 


i3. 8 93 


14,931 


— 


'4.931 


— 


14,931 


1850 


852 


61,748 


62,600 





62,600 


— 


62,600 


'51 


904 


68,883 


69,787 


— 


69,787 


— 


69,787 


'52 


303 


97,126 


97,329 


— 


97,329 


— 


97,329 


'53 


126 


126,763 


126,889 


— 


126,889 


— 


126,889 


'54 


213 


I57.589 


157,802 


— 


157,802 


— 


157,802 


'55 


287 


39>i5a 


39,439 


— 


39.439 


— 


39,430 


'56 


127 


11,628 


11,755 


— 


".755 


— 


11,755 


'57 


141 


10,723 


10,864 


— 


10,864 


87,609 


98,473 


'58 


108 


47.439 


47,547 


— 


47,547 


161,261 


208,808 


'59 


80 


13.807 


13,887 


— 


13,887 


135,407 


149,294 


1860 


71 


20,946 


11,017 





11,017 


64,471 


75,488 


'61 


107,471 


44,726 


152,197 


— 


152,197 


— 


152,197 


'62 


83,056 


76,018 


159,074 


— 


i59,o74 


— 


159,074 


'63 


55,547 


110,281 


165,827 


11,418 


177,245 


— ■ 


177,245 


'64 


37,020 


141,784 


178,804 


— 


178,804 


— 


178,804 


'65 


21,171 


175,246 


196,417 


8,762 


205,179 


"~~ 


205,179 



The second portion of the reserve, termed the National Guard, 
is composed of Frenchmen from 25 to 50 years of age, accustomed 
to the service. Under the provisions of the decree of the 11th 
January, 1852, which still obtains, the National Guard exists only 
in a small number of places ; and as its organisation is at present 
neither general nor permanent, it can hardly be considered as capable 
of serving as a basis for effectually increasing the reserve of the 
French army. 

XXIX. — Voluntary Enlistment. 

As already stated, besides those drawn as conscripts out of the 
class of each year, and their substitutes or remplagants, the French 
army contains men voluntarily enlisted. 

The usual duration of voluntary enlistment is seven years ; but 
in time of war the recruiting law allows any man who satisfies the 
required conditions, to enlist for two years and upwards. In any case 
voluntary enlisters cannot be sent on furlough without their consent. 
These are the conditions required from a man who presents himself 
to contract a voluntary engagement. To be a Frenchman ; to have 
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completed 16 years of age if for the marine service, and 17 years if 
for the land army; to be of the prescribed height, which is at 
present fixed at i metre 55 centimetres ; to enjoy his civil rights ; 
to be neither married nor a widower with children ; to produce a 
certificate of regular life and habits ; if less than 20 years of age, 
and of good constitution ; not to be more than 30 years of age, 
unless he has already served ; to fulfil the requirements of the arm 
to which he desires to belong. 

These conditions being fulfilled, the young man, furnished with 
a certificate of acceptation, presents himself before the mayor of 
the chief place of a canton, who, after various verifications, prepares 
the act of engagement in presence of two witnesses, reads it aloud, 
signs it, and has it signed by the voluntary enlister and his wit- 
nesses. The voluntary enlister has the right to select not only the 
arm of the service, but even the particular corps which he desires 
to join, provided he is fit for that branch. A young man who 
voluntarily enlists into the service prior to the period that he would 
be liable to be drawn, is invariably reckoned as one of the con- 
tingent of the year to which he may belong ; so that no additional 
call is made on the other youths of the commune to which he 
belongs, as in the case of exemptions. Many youths of the class 
of the year voluntarily enter the service in anticipation of being 
drawn as conscripts, as shown in the following return. The follow- 
ing are the numbers who thus voluntarily entered the marine and 
military forces during a series of twenty-nine years, and were counted 
as part of the contingent of the year : — 



In what 

Tear's 

Coritingent 

Reckoned. 


Numbers of 
the Contingent 

who on the 

Drawing of Lots 

were found to 

have Voluntarily 

Enlisted. 


In w r hat 

Year's 

Contingent 

Reckoned. 


Kumbcrs of 
the Contingent 

who on the 
Drawing of Lots 

were found to 

have Voluntarily 

Enlisted. 


In what 

Year's 

Contingent 

Reckoned. 


Numbers of 
the Contingent 

who on the 

Drawing of Lots 

were found to 

have Voluntarily 

Enlisted. 


1837 


3,984 

7,216 

7,776 

7,631 

10,062 

12,809 

6,996 

8,947 

6,710 

•2,132 


1817 , 
'48 ... 
'49 

'50 , .. 
'51 
'52 

'53 , .. 
'54 „ 

'55 

'56 


I3,9i6 

7,103 

'9,635 

10,059 

12,413 

12,941 

12,372 

6,082 

2,277 

6,082 


1857 , ., 

'58 

'59 
'60 

'61 

'62 

'63 
'64 


1,838 


'38 


3,368 
i,n8 


'39 


'40 


'41.. 


2,723 


'42 


3, '44 


'43 


2,579 


'44 


'45 


5,o74 


'46 


',724 







I have not separated the few volunteers to the marine forces, 
from those who voluntarily enlisted in the land army. The men who 
voluntarily enlisted in the marine branch between 1837 and 1864, 

t2 
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are only in number 857, showing that service in the marines force of 
Erance is not favourably viewed. 

A young man, having voluntarily enlisted, and completed his 
legal obligation, is then directed to join his corps, and if he does 
not do so within a month after the day fixed for him, in the order 
of march, he is, unless the Commanding Officer has been informed 
of his going into hospital, or decease on the road, prosecuted as 
insubordinate (insoumis) . 

In 1860, a decree, dated 13th April, was approved of by the 
Emperor and issued by the Minister of "War, lowering by i centi- 
metre the standard heights fixed in 1847 for men voluntarily enlisting, 
for all arms, (excepting the infantry), which are recruited with men 
above I metre 56 centimetres, up to 1 metre 70 centimetres in 
height. 

This modification was stated by the Minister of "War to be indis- 
pensable on the following grounds. Owing to the contingents of 
the special arms of the service having been considerably increased, 
and the recruiting of the Imperial Guard by drafts from corps of 
the line having withdrawn a great number of men of stature. 
Also, because exonerations cause a loss every year of many tall and 
vigorous men belonging to families in easy circumstances or exer- 
cising useful professions, who can easily obtain the funds to pay 
the price of exoneration, whereby a part of the elements which 
are indispensable to secure a good supply of men of stature, 
are withdrawn from the army, and the relation between the 
annual contingents and the wants of the service are greatly 
affected. 

These various causes entail the serious inconvenience of lowering 
the average height of the infantry corps, and thus give rise to great 
difficulties in filling up their grenadier companies, and the grenadier 
regiments of the Imperial Guard. 

The following return will show the numbers who have volun- 
tarily enlisted during a series of twenty-four years, including the 
men (as shown above) who enlisted in anticipation of being drawn 
as conscripts ; as also, the number of soldiers who, after libera- 
tion, voluntarily re-engaged, after the law of 1855 came into 
operation. 

I would specially request attention to the last column, which 
shows the number of old soldiers who, after discharge from the army, 
returned to the military service. In 1855, when the bounty was 
first offered to induce men to return, it will be seen that out of 
the large number of old soldiers then in Erance only 1,477 accepted 
the offer. This and other faots prove that a military life is not so 
much in favour with the .French people. 
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Return 


of all Voluntary Engagements Contracted during each Year for the French 








Forces and for the Foreign Corps, 






Years 


Voluntary Engagements of Men for the French Troops, contracted by them in the 


Number of 

Soldiers 
included in 


in which 
the 


Interior 




Algeria, 


Grand Total, 


Engage- 


Under the Conditions of 


Under the Conditions of 


Under the Conditions of 


Total, 


ments 




















who after 


were 


Law of 


Law of 




Law of 


Law of 




Law of 


Law of 




Liberation 


Con- 
tracted. 


21st 
March, 
1832. 


26th 
April, 

1855. 


Total. 


21st 
March, 
1833. 


26th 
April, 
1855. 


Total. 


21st 

March, 

1832. 


26th 
April, 
1856. 


Total. 


Voluntarily 
Re-engaged. 


1841... 


5.9°« 


— 


5,906 


— 


— 


— 


5,906 


— 


5,906 


— 


'42.. 


6,309 


— 


6,309 


— 


— 


— 


6,309 


— 


6,309 


— 


'43... 


6,056 


— 


6,056 


— 


— 


— 


6,309 


— 


6,056 


— 


'41.... 


5.855 


— 


5,855 


— 


— 


— 


5,855 


— 


5,855 


— 


'45.... 


6.759 


— 


6,759 


— 


— 


— 


6,759 


— 


6,759 


— 


'46... 


7.189 


— 


7,189 


— 


— 


— 


7,189 


— 


7,189 


— 


'47.... 


9.25 1 


— 


9,251 


— 


— 


— 


9.25 1 


— 


9,251 


— 


'48 ... 


'9."5 


— 


— 


"3 


— 


113 


19,228 


— 


19,228 


— 


'49 .. 


17,011 


— 


— 


130 


— 


130 


17,141 


— 


17,141 


— 


1850 ... 


8.597 





8,597 


85 


— 


85 


8,682 


— 


8,682 


— 


'51 ... 


10,234 


— 


10,234 


107 


— 


107 


10,341 


— 


10,341 


— 


'52... 


10,367 


— 


10,376 


130 


— 


130 


io,497 


— 


10,497 


— 


'53 ... 


8,489 


— 


8,489 


in 


— 


111 


8,600 


— 


8,600 


— 


'54... 


16,566 


— 


16,566' 


no 


— 


110 


16,676 


— 


16,676 


— 


'55.. 


","38 


— 


21,738 


— 


— 


217 


21.955 


— 


21,955 


1.477 


'50... 


19.39^ 


— 


19,392 


154 


— 


154 


19,546 


— 


19,546 


3,336 


57.... 


6,742 


— 


6,742 


86 


— 


86 


6,828 


— 


6,828 


1,270 


'58... 


1 '.703 


. — 


11,703 


142 


— 


142 


11,845 


— 


11,845 


1,907 


'59... 


16,025 


— 


16,025 


166 


— 


166 


16,191 


— 


16,191 


2,244 


I860.... 


12,860 


— 


12,860 


72 


— 


72 


12,932 


— 


12,932 


2,139 


•61.... 


14.752 


— 


14,752 


158 


— 


158 


14,910 


— 


14,910 


3,974 


'62.... 


8,523 


3.319 


11,842 


74 


55 


129 


8,597 


3,374 


11,971 


3,374 


'63... 


5>'7i 


2,439 


7,610 


88 


84 


172 


5,259 


2,523 


7,782 


2,523 


'64.... 


7,853 


2,047 


9,900 


84 


39 


123 


7,937 


2,086 


10,023 


2,086 



XXX. — Re-engaging of Soldiers before and after Liberation from the 

Service. 

It has long been the practice in the French army for some 
soldiers to continue in the service after completing the seven years' 
period for which, by the conscription law, they were required to serve. 
Prior to the great change introduced into the French system by 
the law of 26th April, 1855, authorising the payment of bounties, 
the number of re-engaged soldiers were few, but have considerably 
increased since then. The law was based on the consideration 
that a trained soldier, knowing his trade, ought, if possible, to be 
retained in the army ; and thence the bounties and extra pay given 
under that law for re-engagements, whether contracted before 
discharge, or within two years after having quitted the army. 

Ee-engagement is allowed for any number of years not less than 
three, and not more than seven, and a second re-engagement may 
be made. The pecuniary advantages granted to soldiers who re- 
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engage, either before or after discharge, have already been fully 
detailed under the head of the " Army Dotation Fund." 

The period within which soldiers might re-enlist after liberation 
was, as a general rule, limited to two years, by the law of 1855; but 
in that year it was specially decreed, having regard to the state of 
war, and considering the interests of the army, as well as those 
of the population, that the provisions of the law should extend to 
soldiers who had been liberated three years before (in 1852), 
provided they were not above 35 years of age. This exceptional 
boon ceased with the cause that had given rise to it. It will be 
seen from the above table, that the number of soldiers who, having 
left the army for three years, re-engaged under those special con- 
ditions of 1855 was small — only 1,477 ln * ne nrs t year, out of the 
large number of soldiers that must have been discharged during the 
previous three years.* 

The following table contains an abstract of the number of re-en- 
gagements contracted, in each year from 1841 to 1864, prior to 
liberation from the first period of service. 



Return of tlu 


Number 


of Soldiers Re-engaged prior to Liberation in 
each Year. 




Number of Men 


The M 


en who Re-engnged 


The Men Re-engaged 




lte-en 


gaged. 


were in the Ranks of 


for Corps. 




Total 


Of these 




Corporals 




For their 


For 






Number 


there were 


Sous- 


or 












in 
eacli Year. 


for the 
Gendar- 
merie. 


officers. 


Brigadiers 

and 
Soldiers. 


Total. 


own 
Corps. 


other 
Corps. 


Total. 


1841.... 


4.299 





2,761 


1,538 


4,299 





— 





'42... 


4.795 


— 


3,o77 


1,718 


4,795 


4,691 


104 


4,795 


'43... 


4,818 


— 


3,ooo 


1,818 


4,818 


4,805 


13 


4,818 


'44.... 


4,o<;6 


— 


2,534 


1,522 


4,056 


3,671 


385 


4,056 


'45.... 


3.889 


— 


2,420 


1,469 


3,889 


3.538 


351 


3,889 


'46 ... 


4.394 


— 


2,581 


1,813 


4,394 


4.316 


78 


4,394 


'47.... 


4,656 


— 


2,772 


1,884 


4,656 


4,624 


32 


4,656 


'48.... 


5.222 


• — 


2,925 


2,297 


5,222 


5.198 


24 


5,222 


'49... 


4,480 


— 


2,713 


1,767 


4,480 


4.432 


48 


4,480 


1850.... 


C.033 


— 


3,052 


2,981 


6,033 


6,031 


2 


6,033 


'51... 


5,8oi 


— 


3,235 


2,566 


5,801 


5,755 


46 


5,801 


'52.... 


6,400 


— 


3,582 


2,818 


6,400 


5.867 


533 


6,400 


'53... 


6,003 


— 


3,397 


2,606 


6,003 


5.577 


326 


6,003 


'54.... 


7.807 


— 


3.94 1 


3,866 


7,807 


5.612 


2,195 


7,807 


'55 ... 


23.354 


— 


10,175 


13,179 


23,354 


23,184 


170 


23,354 


'56... 


18,707 


— 


5,342 


13,365 


18,707 


18,566 


141 


18,707 


'57.... 


9.472 


— 


2,757 


6,715 


9,472 


9,421 


51 


9,472 


'58... 


1 2,008 


2,689 


5,533 


6,475 


12,008 


11,941 


67 


12,008 


'59.... 


15.272 


— 


3,356 


11,216 


15,272 


15,213 


59 


15,272 


1860 ... 


29. 153 


— 


5,573 


23,580 


29,153 


29,023 


130 


29,153 


'61.... 


27,364 


— 


4> I 5° 


23,214 


27,364 


27,087 


277 


27,364 


'62... 


21,188 


633 














'63.... 


9,587 


349 














'64.... 


8,136 


316 















* The number of old soldiers who, after leaving the army, return to the 
service in after years is also seen to be small, in reference to the numbers 
annually discharged, averaging about 60,000 per annum. 
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It will be seen from this table that, at periods of political 
crises, a considerable augmentation takes place in the number of 
re-enlisters ; as in 1848, 1859, and 1860. The same thing takes 
place in time of war, and was especially remarkable in 1855, 1856. 
The increase of the number of re-engagements during these years, 
may however in part be attributed to the application of the provisions 
of the law of 1855. The re-engagements in 1860, 1861 and 1862, 
will be seen to have exceeded the numbers in former years. This 
increase is attributed to the law of 24th July, 1860, which authorised 
soldiers in their fourth year of service to re-engage beyond the period 
for which bound by the conscription. The falling off in the number 
of re-engagements in 1864 is attributed to the fact of soldiers 
having availed themselves of that permission, thereby anticipating 
the usual period for re-engaging. 

XXXI. — Invaliding. 

There are two kinds of invaliding. The first is pronounced by 
the Inspector- General on account of wounds received in an autho- 
rised service, or of infirmities contracted in the land or sea forces. 
The statement is made out by the Council of Administration of the 
Corps, vise by the Sous-intendant, and approved by the inspector- 
General, on the declaration of two officers of health, that the 
man is not in a state ever to perform active service. 

The second kind of invaliding is either for wounds received out 
of the service, or for infirmities contracted out of the land or 
sea forces. The statement is made by the officer commanding the 
recruiting dep6t, vise by the Sous-intendant and approved by the 
General commanding the subdivision. With these three officers the 
Commandant of the Departmental Gendarmerie is associated, to form 
the commission which pronounces the invaliding, upon the advice 
of two officers of health. I have not space for entering tables 
showing the numbers invalided. 

XXXII. — Liberation. 

In time of peace, those who have been drawn by the conscription 
are liberated on or before the 31st December of the seventh year 
following their enrolment, whether they have appeared under the 
colours or not ; but in time of war, they obtain their liberation only 
after the contingent destined to replace them, has joined the army. 
Voluntary enlisters, on the contrary, are always, even in time of 
war, entitled to liberation the very day of the expiration of their 
seventh year of service. In calculating the seven years' service, 
however, deductions are made for the time passed as insubordinate, 
absent from the ranks without leave, confined under sentence as 
deserter, or in transportation. The certificate of discharge is made 
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out by the Council of Administration, vise by the Sous-intendant, 
and invested with the signature of the Inspector- General, or of the 
General commanding the division. 

The date of service for conscripts reckons from the 1st January 
of each year in which drawn. The drawing, however, does not take 
place until from three to six months after the beginning of the 
year ; and the recruits are seldom put in motion to join the army 
until September or October, whilst the liberation or discharge from 
the army is often made in anticipation of the close of the seventh 
year. Six years is, therefore, about the average period passed under 
the colours. 

The following return shows clearly the number of soldiers dis- 
charged from the army, during a series of years. It will be seen 
that, in 1854, 1855, 1858, and 1859, when war was being carried on, 
the discharges fall far below the average number freed in other 
years from military service : — 



Return of Soldiers Discharged in each Year. 





Discharged in the Course of, or at the End of each Year from 


Years 

in 
which 
Sis- 
charged. 


From Troops in 
the Interior of France. 


Conscripts 

Left 
in Homes 

on 

Various 

Grounds at 

the Close 

of 
7 Years. 


From 
Forces 

in 
Algeria. 


From 
the 
Army 
of the 
East. 


Army 
of 
Occupa- 
tion 
in Borne 
and 
Italy. 


From 
the 

Forces 
in 

China. 


From 
the 

Force 
in 

Syria. 


From 

the 

Forces 

in 
Mexico. 


From 

the 
Force 

in 
Cochin 
China. 


Grand 
Total 


From 
Corps at 

end 
of the 
Year. 


Sent 
Home in 

Anti- 
cipation. 


Total. 


Dis- 
charged 
in each 
Year. 


1842.... 
'43.... 
'44.... 
'45.... 
'46... 
'47.... 
'48... 
•49.... 

1850.... 
•51... 
'52.... 
'53... 
'54.... 
'55.... 
'56... 
'67.... 
'58.... 
'59.... 

I860... 
'61.... 
'62.... 
'63.... 
'64.... 


23,659 

16,058 

9,354 

4,916 

8,961 

9,111 

24,279 

13,777 

10,681 

8,094 

6,729 

4,958 
10,246 
4,833 
7,496 
4,516 


42*11 
42,495 
4!.707 
39.477 
35>29 6 
39,470 
43,oi3 
27,703 

42,562 
39,857 
39,53o 
32,867 

36,305 
37,252 

36,331 
29,860 

65,837 
58,916 

65,277 
47,195 
39>6i2 


42,411 
42,495 
41,707 
39,477 
35,296 
39,470 
43,013 
51,362 

48,620 
49,211 
44,446 
41,828 
9,111 
24,279 
50,082 
47,933 
44,425 
36,589 

70,295 
69,162 
70,110 
54,391 
44,128 


3,347 
3,396 
764 
821 
824 
800 
813 
2,405 

2,6 1 6 
1,893 
1,633 
1,616 

3,5oo 

2,515 
2,203 

3,669 
3,695 
3,87i 
4,587 
3>42i 


13,708 
11,940 
11,552 
10,773 
14,543 
12,530 
10,526 
9,547 

9,740 
9,435 
9,864 
9,685 
1,587 
4,640 
3,149 
4,368 
2,592 
3,956 

394 
5,825 
3,310 
3,115 
3,082 


2,698 
10,087 
10,813 


258 
1,475 

224 
15 

136 
4,023 

950 
342 
121 
371 
236 


191 
101 


132 


396 
1,165 
3,041 


73 
150 
103 


59.466 
57,840 
54.023 
51.071 
50,663 
52.809 
54,352 
63>3I4 

70,976 
60,539 

55.943 
53.129 

13.554 
40,481 
64,268 
55.8i6 
49,668 
46,771 

76,131 
79,125 
77,88i 
63.779 
54.oii 
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Every year the Minister of "War, in his report to the Emperor on 
the recruiting of the army, shows the numbers both of the active 
army and reserve, who are entitled to discharge. The recruiting 
report for the year 1864 states the numbers of non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers entitled to be discharged for a series of years, as 

follows : — 



Bate when Discharge may be Claimed. 


Non-commissioned 

Officers, 

Corporals and Soldiers. 


Proportion 
per 1,000. 


31st December, 1864 


3.217 
53.190 
57.96o 

55.079 
59,162 
60,332 
50,133 
45.391 


1 


„ '65 


13 


„ '66 


15 


„ '67 


14 


„ '68 


16 


'69 


16 


'70 


13 




12 


Total 


385.37$ 


100 







In like manner, as regards the reserve, the numbers to 
discharged in each year are also stated as follows : — 



be 



Year of Discharge. 


Old Soldiers. 


Young Soldiers. 


Total. 


1865 


17,922 

2,618 

477 

113 

32 

9 


1.367 
30,461 
32,805 
36,052 
36,197 
38.364 


19,289 
33,079 
33,082 
36,165 
36,229 
30,373 


'66 


'67 


'68 


'69 


'70, and beyond .... 


Total 


21,171 


175,246 


196,417 





The above table is important, as showing, by the large number 
left in the reserve, that the numbers drafted into the army from the 
conscripts, have of late years, relatively with other years, been but 
few. 

XXXIII. — Misdemeanours. 

The Minister of War devotes a separate division of his annual 
report, to the details of those kinds of misdemeanours which arise out 
of the system of recruiting the army of France. The tables in the 
appendix to the report show in detail the numbers condemned, 
acquitted, and the total of misdemeanants accused under each 
separate article of the recruiting law. 

The first is that of fraudulent omissions from the census lists. 

Under article 38 of the law of 21st March, 1832, all frauds and 
manoeuvres by means of which a young man has been omitted from 
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the census tables, are referred to the ordinary tribunals, and 
punished by imprisonment of from a month, to a year's duration. 
The young men who have been omitted, if convicted as the authors 
or accomplices of such frauds or manoeuvres, are at the expiration of 
their sentence inscribed upon the drawing lists, and the numbers 
that will be called first to form the contingent are assigned to 
them. 

The second class are those designated insoumis, which I have 
translated as " insubordinates." 

Under article 39 of the law of 21st March, 1832, it is declared 
that any young soldier who, having received an order of route, does 
not arrive at his destination within a month after the day fixed by 
this order, is — except in the case of force majeure, or unavoidable 
hindrances— ^punished as insoumis, or insubordinate, by imprison- 
ment of not less than a month's duration, and not more than a year. 
Insubordinates are judged by the council of war of the military 
division in which they are arrested. The time during which young 
soldiers have been under sentence as insubordinate, does not reckon 
on account of the seven years of required service. In reference to 
recruiting, there are no longer either refractories or deserters, only 
insubordinates. 

The following statements give the details of the insubordinates 
for a series of years : — 















Con- 


Number of Insubordinates 


To what 

Classes 

of Conscripts 


On the 


Arrested 


Re- 
moved 
from 


Still 




demned 
Councils 




in each Year. 


1st 


or gave 
Them- 


at 


Total. 


To 


In 




Still 


belonging. 


January 


selves up. 


Lists. 


Large. 




of 
War. 


what 
Class. 


what 
Year. 


Total. 


at 
Large. 


1831 to 1845 


1847 


5,691 




10,512 




3,110 


1845 


1846 


321 


298 


'36 „ '50 


'52 


5,997 


',384 


6,S43 


H>324 


3,074 


'50 


'51 


446 


251 


'41 „ '55 


'57 


4,446 


i,4 2 9 


11,797 


17,672 


2,286 


'55 


'56 


1,75° 


1,577 


.. .» '56 


'58 


4,649 


1,482 


11,766 


17,897 


2,403 


'56 


'57 


163 


160 


.. » '57 


'59 


4,919 


1,481 


12,410 


18,810 


2,562 


'57 


'58 


'5 


15 


» ,, '58 


'60 


5,274 


1,604 


14,425 


21,303 


2,750 


'58 


'59 


1,310 


1,208 


» ,. '59 


'61 


5,508- 


1,664 


14,427 


2i,599 


2,894 


'59 


'60 


171 


159 


,, ., '60 


'62 


5,872 


2,020 


15,224 


23,116 


3,064 


'60 


'61 


279 


254 


,. „ '61 


'63 


6,160 


2.^54 


15,273 


24,687 


3,195 


'61 


'62 


300 


242 


„ „ '62 


'64 


6,437 


2,315 


16,936 


25,668 


3,296 


'62 


'63 


288 


238 


.. ., '63 


'65 


6,668 


2,482 


17,411 


26,561 


3,405 


'63 


'64 


289 


231 



The small number of insubordinates of the 1857 class (15) is 
attributable to 68,055 men of that class for the land forces, having 
only been put en route to join in the month of December, 1858. 
The fifteen insubordinates are out of 5,870 young soldiers called into 
active service from the marine forces, in the month of October 
preceding. 
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The third class of misdemeanours is that arising out of persons 
harbouring, concealing, favouring, or acting as accomplices of, 
insubordinates. Under article 40 of the law of 21st March, 1832, 
any one convicted of harbouring or taking into their service an 
insubordinate, may be punished by imprisonment not exceeding six 
months. This penalty may, according to circumstances, be reduced 
to a fine of from 20 to 200 frs. 

Any one convicted of favouring the evasion of an insubordinate, is 
punished by imprisonment of from one month to a year. The same 
penalty is pronounced against those who, by culpable manoeuvres, 
have prevented or retarded the departure of young soldiers. If the 
delinquent is a public functionary employed by the Government, or 
minister of a sect paid by the State, the penalty may be carried 
as far as two years' imprisonment, and the guilty person is, besides, 
condemned to a fine not exceeding 2,000 frs. 

The fourth, fifth, and sixth classes of misdemeanours are those 
arising out of youths disabling themselves for service, and others 
aiding therein. The return distinguishes the disability effected by 
the youth when merely belonging to the class of the year, from that 
effected between the closing of the contingent of the canton, and 
being put into active service. The law also inflicts on all accomplices 
and on public functionaries punishment for aiding in this disability. 

Under article 41, youths called out to form part of the contingent 
of their class, who are accused of having rendered themselves unfit, 
for military service, either temporarily or permanently, with the 
object of escaping the obligations imposed by the recruiting law, are 
referred to the tribunals by the councils of revision, and, if con- 
victed, are punished by imprisonment of from one month to a year. 
Young soldiers who, during the interval between the closing of the 
contingent of their canton and their being called into activity 
have been guilty of the same misdemeanour, are also handed over to 
the tribunals, and punished by the same penalty. At the expiration 
of their sentence, both are ait the disposal of the Minister of War, 
for the period that the class of which they form part, owes to the 
State. The youths so condemned are not, however, deprived of the 
right of finding a remplacant. A similar sentence is pronounced 
against accomplices, and if these be doctors, surgeons, officers of 
health, or apothecaries, the duration of the imprisonment is from 
two months to a year, besides which a fine of from 200 to 1,000 frs. 
may be imposed without prejudice to more severe sentences in the 
cases provided for in the penal code ; for instance, in the event 
of mutilation, causing death, or inability to work for more than 
twenty days, in which case the misdemeanour becomes a crime. 

The minister of war's report also shows the number of soldiers 
in the different branches of the army who, on the 1st January of 
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each year, have their service prolonged by reason of judicial con- 
demnations, by virtue of articles 39 and 42 of the law of the 
21st March, 1832. Article 42 declares that the time passed in <i 
state of detention, in virtue of a judgment, does not reckon for the 
years of service required by law. 

The following table, exhibiting the whole number of condemna- 
tions and acquittals that have taken place in reference to misde- 
meanours connected with the conscription during a series of years, 
will show the extent to which this forfeiture of service is carried : — 





Condemned. 


Acquitted. 


Total. 


1858 .... 


Condemned. 


Acquitted. 


Total. 


1845 


45 


20 


65 


32 


17 


49 


'46 


93 


65 


158 


'59 .... 


40 


27 


161 


'50 


43 


35 


78 


'60 .... 


5* 


34 


86 


'51 


5* 


36 


88 


'61 .... 


44 


Z7 


71 


'55 


121 


64 


185 


'62 .... 


14 


3» 


46 


'56 


9 8 


78 


176 


'63 .... 


2? 


17 


42 


'57 . 


35 


33 


68 


'64 .... 


38 


19 


57 



Return of Soldiers present with their Corps on 1st January of each Year, who had Prolon- 
gations of Service by reason of Judicial Condemnations, under Articles 39 and 42 of the 
Law of Zlst March, 1832, distinguishing the Corps and Arms of the Service to which 
the Men belong. 





1847. 


1852. 


1857. 


1858. 


1859. 


1860. 


1861. 


1862. 


1863. 


1864. 


1865. 


Imperial Ghiard. 

Regiments of G-renaO 
diers and of Volti- I 
geurs, and battalion f 
of Chasseurs a pied J 

Regiment of Zouaves .... 


— 


— 


80 


29 


20 


16 


14 


12 


17 


13 


9 




— 


— 


80 


29 


20 


16 


14 


13 


17 


13 


9 


Regiment Of Cuirassiers 
„ Dragoons... 
„ Lancers .... 
„ Chasseurs 


— 


— 


10 
2 
4 

11 


7 
2 
4 

14 


13 

2 
4 
6 
5 


4 
1 
6 

4 


8 
4 
3 
6 

4 


6 
8 
3 
4 
2 


6 
5 
3 
4 
8 


5 
7 

3 


5 
1 

2 
4 




— 


— 


27 


27 


30 


15 


25 


23 


26 


15 


12 




— 


— 


6 
1 


1 


3 


8 
2 


13 

1 


10 
3 


12 
3 


7 
1 


5 




1 




4 


Total of imperial guard 


— 


— 


114 


57 


53 


41 


53 


49 


58 


36 


31 
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toith their Corps on 1st January of each year — contd. 



Troops of the Line. 

Regiments of infantry," 
battalions of Chas- 
seurs a pied, admi- 
nistrative workmen, 
and hospital atten- 
dants, regiments of 
the line J 

Light Zouaves 



2,711 



180 



Total . 



Foreign regiment 

Native corps 

Battalions of African"! 

light infantry J 

Companies of discipline 
Sous-officers of veterans 
Fusiliers veterans 



Total 

Total infantry 



Cavalry of the reserve, "I 
of the line J 

Light cavalry of the"! 
remount J 

Total cavalry 



Regiments of artillery... 
Workmen of artillery! 

of train and parks / 
Squadrons of artillery 1 

train J 

Veteran gunners 



Total artillery 



Regiments of Engi- "I 
neers and Workmen J 
Veterans of Engineers- 
Total Engineers ... 

Military equipages, 
squadrons, and 
workmen 

Total troops of the line 

Grand total of guard"! 
and line J 



1847. 



2,891 



401 

4,901 
241 



15 



5,558 



8,449 



703 



703 



283 
28 



311 



50 
3 



53 



9,565 



9,565 



1852. 



3,776 



128 



3,750 



198 



3,904 



3,948 



324 

4,313 
358 



5,001 



8,905 



1,051 



1,051 



360 

40 



400 



83 

1 



84 



54 



10,494 



10,494 



1857. 



3,456 



331 



3,787 



1 
34 

2,585 

182 



1 
75 

2,608 

173 



2,809 



6,757 



1,139 

38 



1,177 



443 
3 



447 



71 



71 



138 



8,590 



8,704 



1858. 



3,886 



261 



2 
55 

3,172 

172 



2,857 



6,644 



1,210 

28 



1,238 



357 

1 



359 



48 



48 



84 



8,373 



8,430 



1859 



4,147 



3,401 



7,548 



1,142 
26 



1,168 



419 
3 



430 



40 



40 



69 



9,255 



9,308 



1860. 



4,036 



300 



4,336 



9 

84 

3,640 
244 



3,941 



8,277 



1,236 

16 



1,252 



539 
3 



549 



50 



50 



62 



10,190 



10,231 



1861. 



3,850 



286 



4,137 



214 
60 

3,615 

259 



5 
56 

3,532 

310 



4,138 



3,903 



8,275 



7,642 



1,190 
20 



1,210 



503 
5 

58 
8 



574 



33 



33 



91 



10,183 



10,285 



1862. 



3,4?6 



263 



3,739 



1,149 
13 



1,162 

457 
3 

69 
5 



534 



70 



70 



71 



9,479 



9,528 



1863. 1864. 1865 



4,444 



241 



4,685 



9 
43 

3,344 

288 



3,684 



8,369 



7,695 



1,212 
13 



1,225 



461 
2 

78 
8 



549 



70 



70 



95 



10,308 



10,366 



4,627 

330 
4,957 



20 

47 

2,421 
250 



2,738 



1,218 

8 



1,226 



495 

1 

80 
13 



589 



66 



66 



102 



9,678 



9,714 



4,315 

341 

4,656 

234 

48 

2,567 
297 



3,146 



7,802 



1,227 

7 



1,234 



475 
4 

83 
3 



567 



50 



50 



140 



9,793 



9,824 
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The seventh class of misdemeanours are those involving fraud 
in respect to obtaining remplapants, or substitutes. The law applies 
both to the conscript and to accomplices in connection with the 
exchange ; the accomplices being the most severely punished. 

Under article 43, any substitution or remplacement effected, 
either in contravention of the decrees made in this respect, or by 
means of forged documents or fraudulent manoeuvres, is referred to 
the tribunals, and on judgment being pronounced annulling the 
act of substitution or remplacement, the conscript is bound to 
rejoin his corps, or exonerate himself from the service, within a 
month after the notification of this judgment. Any one who has 
contributed to the fraudulent substitution or remplacement, either 
as originator or accomplice, is punished by imprisonment of from 
three months to a year, without prejudice to more severe penalties. 

The eighth class of misdemeanours is that of abuse of authority 
on the part of public functionaries and medical men. The return 
divides those accused into the two classes, civil and military. The 
punishment is awarded under the penal code, and not under that of 
the recruiting law ; but under article 44, any public functionary or 
officer, either civil or military, who, under any pretence whatever, 
has authorised or .admitted exemptions, deductions, or exclusions, 
other than those decreed, or who has arbitrarily given any extension 
to the duration, rules, or conditions of levies, engagements, or 
re-engagements, is convicted of abuse of authority, and is punished 
by the penalties laid down in article 185 of the penal code, without 
prejudice to more severe penalties pronounced in this code, in the 
other cases provided for. 

The ninth class of misdemeanour is that arising out of bribery 
of medical officers, called by the councils of revision to aid in 
carrying out the conscription. 

Under article 45, doctors, surgeons, or officers of health, called 
to the councils of revision for the purpose of giving their advice (in 
conformity with article 16), who have accepted gratuities or promises, 
in return for favouring young men whom they have to examine, are 
punished by imprisonment of from two months to a year. This 
penalty is adjudged whether, at the moment of accepting such gifts 
or promises, they have already been chosen to attend at the council, 
or whether such gifts or promises have been accepted in anticipation 
of the functions they would have to fill. They are forbidden, under 
the same penalty, to accept anything, even for an invaliding justly 
pronounced. 

The tenth class of misdemeanours comprises all criminal acts in 
connection with recruiting committed by individuals, other than 
those specified under each of the above divisions. The return in the 
annual report only distinguishes this class since the year 1850. 
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Under article 46, the civil and military tribunals have it within 
their power to apply the ordinary penal laws to the misdemeanours 
to which recruiting may give rise. 

XXXIV. — Conclusion. 
Having thus endeavoured to place before you in detail all the 
operations connected with the system of conscription in France, I 
proceed briefly to sum up the recruiting results secured for the army 
by the conscription ; and to that end I have prepared the two following 
tables for a series of twenty-four years, from 1841 up to 1864 : — 











Table of the Conlingenti 














1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Year. 


Deducted 
by Virtue 

of 
Article 14 


Declared 

Fit 
for Service 


Youths 
Inscribed 

Con- 
ditionally, 


Number 

of 
Youths 


Total 

Youths 

Included 


Numbers 

which 

Cantons 

could not 


Strength of 


Number 

of 
Youths 
who did 


Youths 

intended to 

Replace, 

if necessary, 
those 


To 


In 


which 
Class 


which 
Lots 
were 


of the Law 

of 

21 March, 

1832 


in Virtue 

of 
Definitive 


the Terms 
of Articles 
28 and 27 


who did 
not 


in 
Cols. 1,2, 


Supply, 
being 
Ex- 
hausted. 


Con- 
tingent. 


not 
Appear, 
included 


Condi tionally 
Inscribed 

under Articles 

26 and 27 

of the Law. 


Belongs. 


Drawn. 


Dispensed. 


Decisions. 


of the Law. 


Appear. 


3 and 4. 




in 

Col. 2. 


1840 


1841 


6,625 


72,941 


342 


— 


79,908 


92 


80,000 


2,184 


383 


'41 


'42 


7,3i8 


72,399 


227 


— 


79,944 


56 


80,000 


2,287 


242 


'42 


'43 


7.953 


71,695 


215 


— 


79,863 


137 


80,000 


2,598 


290 


'43 


'44 


7,110 


72,558 


238 


— 


79,906 


94 


80,000 


2,107 


:68 


'44 


'45 


7,275 


72,490 


141 


— 


79,906 


94 


80,000 


2,074 


182 


'45 


'46 


7,739 


71,919 


260 


— 


79,918 


82 


80,000 


1,968 


287 


'46 


'47 


8,711 


70,930 


248 


— 


79,889 


111 


80,000 


2,154 


297 


'47 


'48 


8,329 


71,313 


327 


— 


79,969 


31 


80,000 


3,229 


323 


'48 


'49 


io,439 


69,271 


246 


— 


79,956 


44 


80,000 


2,701 


299 


1849 


1850 


8,310 


71,400 


232 


— 


79-942 


58 


80,000 


2,585 


246 


'50 


'51 


7,445 


72,295 


229 


— 


79,969 


31 


80,000 


2,382 


191 


'51 


'52 


7,704 


72,146 


*i9 


— 


79,989 


11 


80,000 


2,426 


97 


'52 


'53 


7,788 


71,792 


390 


— 


79,976 


30 


80,000 


2,427 


189 


'53 


'54 


16,219 


121,510 


242 


— 


137,971 


2,129 


140,000 


4,425 


293 


'54 


'55 


22,351 


114,544 


781 


— 


137,676 


2,324 


140,000 


5,103 


473 


'55 


'56 


20,895 


116,327 


337 


— 


J 37,559 


2,441 


140,000 


4,720 


322 


'56 


'57 


10,962 


88,582 


176 


— 


99,72o 


280 


100,000 


2,851 


174 


'57 


'58 


11,089 


88,372 


124 


— 


99,585 


415 


100,000 


2,967 


121 


'58 


'59 


15,256 


117,830 


108 


3,704 


136,898 


3,112 


140,000 


— 


199 


1859 


1860 


12,667 


84,663 


98 


2,357 


99,785 


215 


100,000 


— . 


142 


'60 


'61 


",159 


84,966 


98 


2,606 


99,829 


171 


100,000 


— 


132 


'61 


'62 


11,029 


85,849 


204 


2,792 


99,874 


126 


100,000 


— 


227 


'62 


'63 


8,649 


88,539 


170 


2,509 


99,867 


133 


100,000 


— 


186 


'63 


'64 


10,739 


86,416 


208 


2,451 


99,814 


186 


100,000 


— 


229 


Total 


— 


254,791 


2,010,747 


5,78o 


16,419 


2,287,707 


19,403 


2,300,000 


51,188 


3,792 
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Some explanatory remarks in reference to the above table may be 
required. In column 1 are entered those who obtain dispensations 
from military service, but still form part of the nominal strength of 
the contingent. Column 2 shows the strength declared fit for 
service : but these are liable to deductions on various grounds. 
Column 3 shows the numbers who have appealed to judicial courts 
for exemption ; but these are counterbalanced by the numbers in 
column 9 who are temporarily inscribed and take the places of those 
whose appeals are successful. Columns 4 and 8 show the number of 
youths who did not present themselves for drawing and examination. 
These are shown in two separate columns, because a change has 
recently taken place in the mode of accounting for them. Up to 
1859 they were included amongst the number fit for service, but 
since then they have been struck out, as having disappeared, and 
apparently not being expected to be found. Column 6 shows 
the number that could not be supplied by cantons, owing to the 
lists of youths being exhausted without obtaining the number of 
fit men. In the years when the contingent was raised to 140,000, 
these deficiencies are seen to be considerable, thereby proving 
how heavily the conscription bore on the population. No doubt 
the small size of most of the communes, and their very limited popu- 
lation, tend to cause this exhaustion. But still, it must be borne 
in mind that, in 1859, when 3,112 men could not be supplied to 
complete the contingent of the year, the proportion which the strength 
of that contingent bore to the males of Prance, was only about a 
140th part. Thus, in a commune of 500 souls, half of them being 
males, the demand on the commune would only be to the extent 
of two fit youths of 20 years of age ; and it is a startling fact that 
a considerable-sized village should be unable to supply two youths 
free from bodily defects, for the army. Column 7 shows the strength 
of the contingent of the year. 

The other table gives further details, showing in a more complete 
view how largely the number of fit men were struck out of the 
contingent on various grounds, differing from those specified in the 
preceding table. I may here observe, that the discrepancy in 
column 5 of the following table and the number in column 7 of the 
first table, to the extent of 2,234, is occasioned by the contingents 
for Nice and Savoy being included in the latter and not in the 
first table. 
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1 


2 


3 


i 


5 


Years. 


Not 

Available 

from being 

in 

Prison, 

in Hospital, 

or Left 

at Home. 


Men Struck Ont, 

on account of 
Death, Mistaken 

Inscription, 

Exoneration, and 

Inability of Cantons 

to Supply. 


Numbers 

Dispensed 

from 

Service. 


Men who Joined 

the 
Land and Marine 

Forces 

in anticipation of 

being Drawn, 

or were 

Ordered to Join. 


Grand 


To which 

Class 
Belongs. 


In 

which 

Lots were 

Drawn. 


Total of 
Columns 
1, 2, 3, 

and 4. 


1840... 


1841 .... 


2,187 


138 


6,748 


70,927 


80,000 


'41 .... 


'42 .... 


2,005 


257 


7,412 


70,326 


80,000 


'42 .... 


'43 .... 


4,947 


1,201 


7,921 


6"5.93I 


80,000 


'43 .... 


'44.... 


5,309 


1,165 


7,038 


66,388 


80,000 


'44 .... 


'45 .... 


4,036 


644 


7,240 


68,080 


80,000 


'45 .... 


'46 .... 


3,609 


536 


7,759 


68,096 


80,000 


'46 .... 


'47 .... 


3,456 


486 


8,851 


67,207 


80,000 


'47.... 


'41 .... 


4,009 


349 


8,737 


66,905 


80,000 


'48.... 


'49 .... 


27,273 


848 


10,377 


41,502 


80,000 


'49 .... 


'50.... 


5,082 


1. 144 


7,959 


65,815 


80,000 


1850 .... 


1851 .... 


4,394 


884 


7,219 


67,503 


80,000 


'51 .... 


'52 .... 


3,789 


602 


7,675 


67,934 


80,000 


'52 .... 


'53 .... 


3,321 


393 


7,725 


68,561 


80,000 


'53 .... 


'54 .... 


5,310 


2.551 


16,330 


115,809 


140,000 


'54.... 


'55 .... 


4,140 


2,640 


22,728 


110,492 


140,000 


'55 .... 


'56 .... 


3,944 


25.M-I 


21,146 


89,769 


140,000 


'56.... 


'57 .... 


4,305 


16.557 


10,835 


68,303 


100,000 


'57.... 


'58 .... 


3,760 


18,744 


11,158 


66,338 


100,000 


'58 ... 


'59 .... 


3,062 


4!> 62 3 


15,460 


79,855 


140,000 


'59 .... 


'60 .... 


31,983 


24,968 


12,585 


32,698 


102,234 


1860 .... 


1861 .... 


34,229 


21,400 


12,082 


32,289 


100,000 


'61 .... 


'62 .... 


37,432 


I9.540 


11,090 


3I.938 


100,000 


'62 .... 


'63 .... 


37,428 


21.033 


8,618 


32,921 


100,000 


'63 .... 


'64 .... 
40 to '63 


39,134 


21.993 


11,076 


28,697 


100,000 


Total 18 


278,144 


224,937 


255,769 


1.543,384 


2,302,234 
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I have now placed before you, as far as space and time admit, 
the information I have collected, in reference to the conscription 
in France. I think it is evident that the greater the number of 
soldiers obtained under the conscription, the higher the strength of the 
army may for a time be raised; but, at the same time, the heavier is the 
burthen on the population, and the more difficult it becomes to obtain 
the required numbers in after years. I may also quote a curious 
result of universal liability to service, mentioned by Baron Dalwigh, 
in the Darmstadt Chamber of Bepresentatives, as reported in the 
"Times" of Saturday, 2nd February, 1867. It is, that "in a 
" thousand German enterprises beyond the seas there are hardly 
" more than two or three Prussians ; their liability to serve in the 
" army prevents them from leaving their own country until they 
" are too old to be enterprising." Seeing the vast benefits that 
result to a country from the labours of the youths abroad, any cause 
which prevents their being thus employed, must carry with it, as 
regards the national prosperity, much to counterbalance the 
advantage obtained in increased military efficiency. Moreover the 
outlets available for the active and enterprising spirit of youDg men, 
in countries where no forced Military service exists, form probably 
the best security a State can have, for the maintenance of order and 
contentment at home. 



